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Subject—English 

Class—XII 

Distribution of Marks 

 
S.No 

 

Types of Questions Section T.marks Objective S.Ans L.Ans 

1 Comprehension Passage A 12 03 09 - 

2 Comprehension Passage,Note 

Making 

A 08 Format 2+3=5 

Title+Abbre. 

- 03 Summary 

3 Writing Section 

Notice , Advertisement 

Invitation, Short Composition 

B 05 - 05 - 

4 Report Writing B 10 - - 10 

5 Letter Writing B 10 - - 10 

6 Composition B 10 - - 10 

7 Literature Poetry C 04  04 - - 

8 Short Question from Poetry 3x2 C 06 - 06 - 

9 Text Book (Short ans.)5x2 C 10 - 10 - 

10 Text Book One Long Ans. C 10 - - 10 

11 Supplementary Reader 

One long Ans Type 

C 07 - - 07 

12 Short Question from Suppl. 

Reader 4x2=8 

C 08 - 08  

  Total  100 12 38 50 

 

 

                                Section - A (Reading & Comprehension) 

              Points to remember for attempting reading section Q1. 

1. Read the passage carefully and try to get the general idea of the subject the passage deals with. 

2. Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

3. Express the idea in your own words. 

4. Answer to the points. 

5. If there is no way out, use words from the passage. 

6. Answer after reading the questions asked very carefully. 

7. Underline the relevant parts of the passage which can give the answers. 

8. Give the answer in the same tense in which the question is asked. 

 

 

Points to remember for attempting Reading section Q.2 (Note Making) 

1.  Read the given passage and divide it in parts so as to get a better understanding of it. 

2.  Deduce Heading or Title from each division and write the same in your answer sheet. 

3. Also select suitable and informative points from these short paragraphs. 
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4. Notes should be in points. They must be short, relevant and systematic. 

5. Do not write full sentence. Select relevant points only. 

6. Add the sub-points which supplement the main points. 

7. Abbreviations can be used if these are recognizable. 

8. Title is generally hidden either in the beginning or in the ending lines of the passage. 

9. Title should be small and brief. 

10. First letter of each word in the title should be capital letter. 

 

 

 

 1. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:       12 

 
Today, the full-moon day in the month of –Ashada, is celebrated as Guru Purnima. On this day, 

disciples come together to express their gratitude to their beloved guru, venerated as the embodiment of 

sage Veda Vyasa. We worship Vyasa as an apostle of truth and wisdom, for having systematized the 

divine utterances in the form of the four Vedas, the eighteen Puranas and the Mahabharata. Guru 

Purnima is a special occasion to commemorate Vyasa’s service to humanity and to resolve to follow the 

path of learning and knowledge. 

 

2.Indian tradition believes in the importance of establishing a strong guru-shishya relationship; only then 

can the seeker attain truth and divine wisdom. According to the Taittariya Upanishad, `guru is 

considered to be the first letter or the purvarupa of the alphabet and the disciple. The last letter or the 

uttararupa.wisdom is their meeting point or vidyasandhi. The teachings and discourses of the guru 

constitute the link. The guru- shishya parampara goes beyond mere pedantic or doctrinal learning. As 

the late Swami Kuvalayananda said,” Very often philosophical gymnastics is mistaken for spiritual 

knowledge. It is to be remembered, however, that no intellectual conviction or philosophical training 

will take an individual even a whit nearer the Lord; practical experiences in the sublime regions of 

adhyatma alone count.” 

 

3. The term guru should not be confused with acharya or upadhyaya. An acharya is one who 

performs ritual ceremonies and an upadhyaya can be as many as there are rituals to be performed 

and arts to be learnt. They could be called shiksha gurus. The diksha guru, however. Instructive 

knowledge and guides the disciple to a deeper understanding of healthy living, and shows him the 

path of self- realization.Osho.while explaining the role of guru says,” the role of a guru is to give 

you a glimpse of the real—not a teaching but an awakening. The guru is not a teacher, the guru is an 

awakener.” 

 

4 The etymological meaning of the term guru conveys the same idea. The syllable ‘gu’stands for 

darkness and ‘ru’ for light. The one who takes us from darkness to light is said to be a guru. Disciples 

live together at the ashram of a guru, where they learn the importance of austerity and devotion by 

serving the guru. All great masters have had their gurus. Even Lord Krishna, who is regarded as 

Jagadguru,sat at the feet of Guru Sandipani.The guru shares his being with his students. He initiates the 

disciple into path of learning which suits the seeker’s temperament and capability. A worthy shishya 

should, therefore, listen to and respect diverse points of view, even while remaining loyal to his diksha 

guru. 
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5 The absence of a gury,though does not prelude learning and wisdom .Indian tradition regards whatever 

is visible in nature---the diverse objects of the universe—as replicas of the supreme guru. This is 

descried beautifully in the dialogue between Yaduraja and Avadhut, in theShrimadbhagwatpurana, 

wherein, 24 principal objects are considered to be the gurus from whom Dattatrey could learn the lesson 

of truth. The allegorical lesson being that the guru, the embodiment. Of divine wisdom, is all pervasive. 

We therefore need to conduct ourselves virtuously, learn to appreciate the beauty of natural phenomena 

and live simply before we can expect to find a Sat guru. 

 

6 A guru can only guide us along the path of learning; the effort and the path of toil have to be the 

disciple’s. In a way, you are       your own guru. Only when you learn to seek divinity within yourself, 

live a disciplined life and follow the advice of your guru, will you find the light within.  

  

 

 

 

 

1.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions briefly; 

           (1)What is the significance of Guru Purnima?                             2 

            (2)Why do we worship Vyasa?                                                    2 

            (3) Who is Guru? What is the role of ‘diksha guru?                     2 

            (4) Who is an acharya and Upadhyaya?                                        1 

            (5)How can one become his own guru?                                         2 

 

1.2      Find the word from the passage which has the same meaning:       3 

            (1) Dedication (para 4) 

            (2)  Begin         (para 4) 

             (3)  Interest      (para 4) 

 

Answers:  

1.1  

(1) On this day, the disciples/shishyas come together to express their gratitude to their beloved guru.  

(2)We worship him as an apostle of truth and wisdom for having systematized the divine utterance in the 

form of four Vedas, the eighteen Puranas and the Mahabharata 

(3) The syllable ‘gu’ stands for darkness and ‘ru’ stands for light. The one who takes us from darkness to 

light is said to be guru. 

(4) An acharaya is one who performs ritual ceremonies and an upadhyaya, a formal teacher of worldly 

and practical arts. 

(5) A guru can only guide us along the path of learning; the effort and toil has to be of the disciple’s. In a 

way you are your own guru. Only you learn to seek divinity within yourself, live a disciplined life and 

follow the advice of your guru, will you find the light within 

 

(i) Devotion (ii) initiate (iii) temperament 
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2.Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 
 

1. To make our life a meaningful one, we need to mind our thoughts, for our thoughts are the foundation, the 

inspiration, and the motivating power of our deeds. We crate our entire world by the way we think. Thoughts 

are the causes and the conditions are the effects. 

2. Our circumstances and conditions are not dictated by the world outside; it is the world inside us that creates 

the outside. Self awareness comes from the mind, which means soul. Mind is the sum total of the states of 

consciousness grouped under thought, will and feeling. Besides self consciousness we have the power to choose 

and think. Krishna says: “no man resteth a moment inactive” .Even when inactive on the bodily plane, we are all 

the time acting on the thought plane. Therefore if we observe ourselves, we can easily mould our thoughts. If our 

thoughts are pure and noble, naturally actions follow the same. If our thoughts are filled with jealousy, hatred and 

greed, our actions will be the same. 

3. Karmic ally, however, thought or intent is more responsible and dynamic than an act. One may perform a 

charitable act, but if he does not think charitably and is doing the act just for the sake of gain and glory, it is his 

thoughts that will determine the result. Theosophy teaches us that every thought, no matter how fleeting, leaves a 

seed in the mind of thinker. These small seeds together go to make up a large thought seed and determine one’s 

general character. Our thoughts affect the whole body. Each thought once generated and sent out becomes 

independent of the brain and mind and will live upon its own energy depending upon its intensity. 

4. Trying to keep a thought from our mind can produce the very state we are trying to avoid. We can alter our 

environment to create the mood. When, for instance, we are depressed, if we sit by ourselves trying to think 

cheerful thoughts, we often do not succeed. But if we mix with people who are cheerful we can bring about a 

change in our mood and thoughts. Every thought we think, every act we perform, creates in us an impression, like 

everything else, is subject to cyclic law and becomes repetitive in our mind. So, we alone have the choice to 

create our thoughts and develop the kind of impressions that make our action more positive. 

5. Let us choose the thought seeds of right ideas, noble and courageous aspirations that will be received by 

minds of the same nature. Right introspection will be required of us to determine what we really desire to effect. 

Everything in the universe is inter- related and inter- dependent, that we live in one another and by accepting the 

grand principle of universal brotherhood we shall be in position to appreciate what a heavy responsibility is ever 

ours to think right. Let us reflect and send loving and helpful thoughts and lighten the load of the world’s 

suffering. 

 

Q. Answer the following questions: 

     (a) How can we make our life meaningful?                          (1) 

     (b) Why does Krishna say, “No man resteth a moment inactive”?           (2) 

     (c) How do our thoughts affect the whole body?                 (2) 

     (d) How can we change our mood when we are depressed? (2) 

     (e) How can we bring about the desired effect?                    (2) 

      Q. Find the words from the passage which mean the same as:      (3) 

      (a) Full of activity (para3) 

      (b) Happening in cycles (para4) 

      (c) To look into one’s own thoughts and feelings (para5) 

 

ANSWER 

(a) We can make our life meaningful by giving heed to our thoughts which are the foundation, the inspiration and 

the motivating power of our action. 

(b) Even when inactive on the bodily plane, we are all the time acting on the thought plane and that is why 

Krishna says so. 

(c) Our thoughts affect the whole body because after being generated and sent out of the brain and mind they 

become independent of the brain and have an effect on our body. 

(d) By mixing with cheerful people and trying to create cheerful thoughts and making our actions more positive. 
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(e) We can make our desired effect by right introspection and by reflecting and sending loving and helpful 

thoughts and lightening the load of suffering of the world. 

ANSWER 

(a) dynamic 

(b) cyclic 

(c) Introspection   

                              
 

3. Read the following passage and the answer the following questions that 

follow: 
New Delhi: 1. A recent news said school children can now look forward to lighter school bags with a 

setting up 

 of a 12 member committee for implementation of the Yash Pal report (1993) on curriculum load. Is this 

good for children? 

The 12- point recommendations to this Committee (1992) set up by the National Advisory Committee 

said  

everything that needed to be said and done to ease the school burden and reform education. Although the 

report 

 was discussed in numerous for, including the Central Advisory Board of Education, the school load 

continues. Says a child, says “The pressure is worse when so much is taught just before exams”. 

 

More than the physical weight of the school bag, educators are worried by “the load of non – 

comprehension”. The report had found that “a lot is taught, but little is learnt or understood”. This is 

because the curriculum is heavy, the syllabus wide and text books densely packed with facts and 

generally written in convoluted adult language that hampers communication. Besides teachers rush 

through topics at whirlwind pace as the aim of as the aim of education today has crassly become merely 

to “cover” the course. 

Studies on children’s mind have revealed that it takes time for cognition to occur in all and that the child 

best understands and enjoys learning on its own terms. As children fail to comprehend concepts 

presented too fast and in topic after topic, they end up by memorizing information which is reproduced 

parrot-like in examinations. Thus learning is far from being a joyful experience. 

Middle – school geography, for instance, covers the world’s continents in such great detail (land, 

mineral, human, and natural resources, climate, vegetation, trade, physical features etc.) that specialists 

would take at least a year to comfortably study perhaps just one – third of the course. But school 

children must study all this at breathless pace in just a couple of periods. A grade seven textbook says. 

“The Applachian highlands produce large amounts of anthracite and high – grade bituminous coal”. 

Nothing further is said to explain the big words. Neither is the teacher is to do so. 

Mathematics, history, science, languages – all subjects, are taught with such speed that lessons on which 

at least two months should be spent are completed within two days. If four experiments are essential for 

comprehension, just one is hurriedly done. In grammar too lessons are immediately tested, marked and 

graded. 

 

The Yash Pal report had noted, “The important thing in children’s education ought to be concept – 

formation and growth of capacity for theory-building, rather than possession of vast amounts of 

information. “But understanding is confused with acquisition of facts” and information with knowledge. 
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The report said, “So great is the neglect of understanding in education today that a child can pass any 

examination without having to understand a phenomenon but simply by cramming facts”. 

 

The Yash Pal Committee had called for reviewing the syllabi and text books for all schools for deciding 

the minimum number of topics that needed to be taught the minimum number of concepts to be 

introduced within. It also stressed the need for experimentation and for linking topics to activities to be 

performed by pupils and teachers. 

 

However, activity – based education that makes learning a joy needs more time allotment per topic. This 

means the syllabus must be slashed and finding solutions in class exercises rather than asking children to 

mug up lessons at home. This means children should be allowed to stay with a topic for a much longer 

time for better understanding of problems and phenomena. 

 

Recent studies have indicated that the brain best develops in an interesting environment, not when bored 

but children today spend ten to eleven hours studying and have little time for anything else.   

The Yash Pal report had called for a total change in our approach to education and redefining the aim. 

This means according to “understanding” and devaluing, the importance of marks. If this is not made the 

priority and for education, no committee will be able to reduce the school load. The step in this direction 

would be to review the existing text books and see how they can be made more reader friendly and 

concept based. 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the following questions: 
(a) Educators are worried about physical weight of school bags and also of ‘non 
comprehension’. Comment.                                         (3) 

(b)  How does education today go against the basic foundation of learning?       (2) 
(c)  Which is the most effective method of education?         (2) 

(d)  What are the two major drawbacks of present education system?        (2) 

(e) Pick out the words from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following: ( 

(1/2x3= 1 ½) 

(i) complicated (para3) 

                        (ii) Very rapidly (para5) 

                       (iii) Collection (para7) 

(f) Find the words in the passage which are opposite in the meaning to the following: 
(i) sparsely (para3)                                                             (1/2x3= 1 ½) 
(ii) Painful   (para4) 

(iii) Problems (para9) 

ANSWERS 

 

1. (a) Educators are worried about the physical weight of school bags and non – comprehension 

because the small children carry very heavy bags with text books and copy-books in comparison to 

their small bodies. The curriculum is heavy and wide. Even the text books are packed with facts that 

the school children cannot understand. So, a lot is taught, little is comprehended. 
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(b) Education goes against the basic foundation of learning because children fail to understand the 

concepts which are presented to them very fast. So they have to learn them like parrots. We know 

time factor is a key for proper understanding. 

(c) The most effective method of education is that the topics should be linked with the activities 

which are performed by the pupils and the teachers. 

(d) The present system of education has two draw- backs: 

(i) It is based on non – comprehensive and children are to learn like parrots without any 

understanding. 

(ii) The curriculum is heavy and the syllabus is wide. 

(e) Complicated = convoluted 

      Very rapidly = at a breathless pace 

      Collection = possession / acquisition 

Sparsely = densely 

Painful = joyful  

Problems = solutions 

         

                      

  4. Read the following passage and the answer the following questions that 

follow:    
Astrologers have been in the news these days with virtually every politician keeping them busy. The 

practice of ‘pure” astrology consists of two discreet steps: casting of the horoscope and its 

interpretation. Casting a horoscope, that theoretically calculating the planetary positions as a function 

of time, is a legitimate astronomical exercise. What takes astrology beyond astronomy is the 

interpretation of the horoscope. It is based on the hypothesis that (geocentric) “planets” can be 

assigned distinct civilization features and that their positions relative to each other and to the stellar 

background exerts an influence on the course of human life and events. 

 

Astrology makes use of an antiquated model of the universe model of the universe that held sway till it 

was overthrown by the work of Copernicus, Galileo and Newton. In this simplistic model, based on 

seeing-is- believing the earth sits at the centre of the cosmos and the seven planets revolve around it. 

The rest of the universe is not given any depth. The stars are merely bright points stuck on the night 

sky’s black tapestry, whose whole purpose is to provide a backdrop for the planetary motions. It is 

assumed that man occupies a special place in the universe. And therefore the creator should advise 

guide and forewarn him. Devine signals, if any, could be communicated only through the planets, 

because they are the only moving objects between man and the seemingly unchanging sky. 

 

In this picture, the sun and the moon are considered important because they dominate the day and 

night. Mercury and Venus are called benevolent because they remain close to the sun. Mars is said to 

be the war – like because of its bloody co lour (due to iron oxide). The astrological importance of 

Jupiter could not be due to its size because that was not known in earlier times; it must be due to 

circumstances that just as 12 lunations make a year,12 solar years makes a year. Saturn was dubbed 

mysterious because it lay the unknown. Neither asteroids nor planets beyond were known. Comets 

were considered bad omens because unlike the planets they could appear anywhere in the sky and that 

too without notice. 
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Astrology has not remained static, but has tried to keep pace with astronomical developments. In 

ancient times, the future was predicted on the basis of omens, which had significance only for 

chieftains and kings. As planetary calculations became more detailed, astrology also became more 

sophisticated. In India, after Aryabhata worked out the mathematical theory of eclipses, two imaginary 

planets Rahu and Ketu were promptly incorporated into astrology. The telescopic planets have also 

since been astrologised. 

 

As society became increasingly more egalitarian and life complex, astrology also became populist and 

intricate. Previously belief in astrology was universal and self – evident (it was alchemy that was at 

time considered dubious). Things have changed now. The science conscious middle class now wants 

astrology wrapped in science and therefore, age – old beliefs are being supplied with modern 

rationalizations: do not view a solar eclipse because Varahamihira said so because it emits harmful 

radiation. 

 

In passing the peculiar feature of the traditional panchangs may be noted. Their celebration of 

phenomena like equinoxes navaratris and winter solstice. Uttarayana punyakala occurs 21 days after 

the physical event. This is so because the Siddhantic calendar has accumulated a large error over the 

last 1500 years. Since equinoxes and solstices are not visible events, the error has been ignored. The 

panchang – makers, however, do not calculate the eclipse times by traditional methods but by using a 

modern almanac supplied by the government. 

 

Is astrology science? The methodology of science is more important than its results. The aim of 

science is to establish interconnections among physical phenomena in terms of theories that can be 

verified. Verification means that a scientific proposition can in principle be falsified. 

 

This criterion has deep implications. If a theory fails a test, it is rejected. But if it passes a given test, it 

is asked to await the next which it may or may not pass. Rejection of a theory is final, but acceptance 

only provisional. Thus it is a concept of falsifiability rather than provability that according to Sir Karl 

Popper constitutes the bedrock of scientific methodology. 

 

It is noteworthy that in science the author of a theory becomes redundant after it has been made public. 

Anyone can study the theory, apply it and extend it. In contrast, successful astrological predictions are 

invariably attributed to the person of astrologers, never to the subject. 

 

For astrology to be considered a science, it is not sufficient for the practitioners to come up with 

predictions that come true off and on. Rather, it should come out with an inbuilt criterion of 

falsifiability, as is the case with scientific theories. In the absence of such a criterion, astrology must 

be classified as non – scientific. 

 

One must however add that astrology has its uses. What kept astronomy alive in ancient and medieval 

times was its role as an input for astrology. Even today, if a person believes that astrology can give 

him peace of mind or help him achieve his goal, he should be welcome to subscribe to it, as long as he 

does not call it science. 
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QUESTIONS 

 Answer the following questions briefly: 

1. (a) What are the two steps involved in the practice of astrology? (2) 

(b) On which hypothesis is the astrology based upon?  (1) 

(c) What are the stars and what purpose do they serve in astrology?   (2) 

(d) How did the two imaginary planets come into astrology?  (1) 

(e) What constitutes the bedrock of scientific methodology? (2) 

      2.    Find out the words from the above passage which have similar meanings: 

             (a) Superfluous                                          (1/2x 3 = 1 ½) 

             (b) Strange 

             (c)  Captain 

      3. Five moving objects influence the human being. Name them with their major impact on man.                        

( 2 1/2) 

ANSWERS 

1. (a) Two steps in the practice of astrology are: 

(i) Casting of the horoscope. 

(ii) Proper interpretation. 

(b) The astrology is based upon hypothesis that planets can be assigned civilisational features and  

their positions relative to each other and the stellar background influence human life. 

(c) The stars are merely bright points stuck on the night sky’s black cover. There purpose is to 

provide a backdrop for the planetary motions. 

(d) The two imaginary planets are Rahu and Ketu and they came into astrology when Aryabhata 

worked out the mathematical theory of eclipses. 

(e) The bedrock of the scientific methodology constitutes the concept of falsifiability rather than 

provability. 

 

       2. (b) (i) Superfluous – redundant 

                (ii) Strange – mysterious 

                (iii) Captain – Chieftain. 

 3. (c) The following moving objects influence man: 

           (i) Sun and moon are important because they dominate the day and night. 

           (ii) Mercury and Venus are benevolent and they remain near the sun. 

(iii) Mars is aggressive because of its bloody co lour.  

 

5 Read the following passage carefully and answer the following questions 

that follow: 
I stopped to let the car cool off and to study the map. I had expected to be near my objective by now, but 

everything still seemed alien to me. I was only five when my father had taken me abroad, and that was 

eighteen years ago. When my mother had died after a tragic accident, he did not quickly recover from the 

shock and loneliness. Everything around him was full of her presence, continually reopening the wound. So 

he decided to emigrate. In the new country he became absorbed in making a new life for the two of us, so 

that he gradually ceased to grieve. He did not marry again and I was brought up without a woman’s care; but 

I lacked for nothing for he was both father and mother to me. He always meant to go back one day, but not 

to stay. His roots and mine had become too firmly embedded in the new land. But he wanted to see the old 
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folk again and to visit my mother’s grave. He became mortally ill a few months before we had planned to go 

and, when he knew that he was dying, he made promise to go on my own. 

I hired a car the day after landing and bought a comprehensive book of maps, which I found most helpful on 

the cross country journey, but which I did not think I should need on the last stage. It was that I actually 

remembered anything at all. But my father had described over and over again what we should see at every 

milestone, after leaving the nearest town, so that I was positive I should recognize it as familiar territory. 

Well I had been wrong, for I was now lost. 

 

I looked at the map and then at the speedometer. I had come ten miles since leaving the town, and at this 

point, according to my father, I should be looking at farms and cottages in a valley, with the spire of the 

church of our village showing in the far distance. I could see no valley, no farms, no cottages and no church 

spire – only a lake. I decided that I must have taken a wrong turning somewhere. So I drove back to the town 

and began to retrace the route, taking frequent glances at the map. I landed up at the same corner. The 

curious thing was that the lake was not marked on the map. I felt as if I had stumbled into a nightmare 

country, as you sometimes do in dreams. And as in a nightmare, there was nobody in sight to help me. 

Fortunately for me, as I was wondering what to do next, there appeared on the horizon a man on horseback, 

riding in my direction. I waited till he came near, then I asked him the way to our old village. He said there 

was now know village. I thought he must have misunderstood me, so I repeated its name. This time he 

pointed to the lake. The village no longer existed because it had been submerged, and all the valley too. The 

lake was not natural one, but a man made reservoir. 

 

(a) On the basis of your reading the passage, answer the following: 

        (i) Why did the author’s father emigrate?                                  (1) 

        (ii) Why did the author not feel the absence of his mother after her death?          (1) 

        (iii) Why did the author’s father want to go back to his old village?                     (2) 

        (iv) Why had the author come back to the land of his birth?                                  (2) 

(v) What made the author think that he would not need a map for the last part of his journey? (1) 

(vi) Why could the not locate his old village?                  (2) 

 

(b) Pick up the words from the above passage which mean the following:        3 x 1 = 3 

 

           (i) Frightening or unpleasant dream (last paragraph) 

           (ii) To go under surface of water (last paragraph)  

           (iii) An instrument in a vehicle which shows the speed of the vehicle (last paragraph) 

 

ANSWERS 

 

(a)  

(i) The author’s mother died and his father felt lonely and sad. He couldn’t recover the shock and 

everything around him was full of her presence. So he decided to emigrate. 

 

(ii) He didn’t feel the absence of his mother because his father was both his father and mother to him. 

 

(iii) His father wanted to see his old place and people again. Moreover, he wanted to visit his mother’s  

                   grave again. 

             (iv) His father wanted to see his old place and people again. He also wanted to visit his wife’s mother’s  

      grave again. But he died before he could there. Before dying, he made the author to go there on his  

                   own. Therefore, the author came back to the land of his birth. 

 

             (v) The author’s father had described over and over again what he would see at every milestone after the  

                   nearest town. So he could recognize everything without a map.   
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             (vi) His village didn’t exist. It had been submerged with the whole valley. The lake was not a natural once  

       but a man made reservoir. 

  

        (b)  

(i) nightmare 

          (ii) Submerge 

             (iii) Speedometer. 

 

 

 Note - Making  
 

Q2.1 . Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 
 

The small village Somnathpur contains an extraordinary temple, built around 1268 A.D by the 

Hoyasalas of Karnataka - one of the most prolific temple-builders. Belur and Helebid are among 

their better known works. While these suffered during the invasion of the 14th century, the 

somnathpur temple stands more or less intact in near original condition.                                                        

 

This small temple captivates with the beauty and vitality of its detailed sculpture, covering almost 

every inch of the walls, pillars, and even ceilings. It has three shikharas stands on a star shaped, 

raised platform with 24 edges. The outer walls have a profusion of detailed carvings: the entire 

surface run over by a carved plaques of stone there were vertical panels covered by exquisite figures 

of gods and goddesses, with many incarnations being depicted. There were nymphs too, some 

carrying an ear of maize (a symbol of plenty and prosperity). The elaborate ornamentation, very 

characteristic of Hoyasala sculptures was a remarkable feature On closer look-and it is worth it-the 

series of friezes on the outer walls revealed intricately carved caparisoned elephants, charging 

horsemen, stylized flowers, warriors, musicians, crocodiles, and swans. 

 

The temple was actually commissioned by some Dandanayaka or Somnath (he named the village 

after himself), the minister of the Hoyasala king, Narsimha the third. The temple was built to house 

three versions of Krishna. The inner centre of the temple was the Kalyana mandapa. Leading from 

here were three corridors, each ending in a shrine, one for each kind of Krishna-Venugopala, 

Janardana and Prasanna Keshava, though only two remain in their original form. In the darkness of 

the sanctorum, I tried to discern the different images. The temple’s sculpture perfection is amazing 

and it includes the doors of the temple and the three elegantly carved towers. 
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 Q2.1. Make notes of the above passage using an acceptable format including abbreviations,  

 with a suitable title.                            (5) 

 

Q2.2 .Make a summary of the above passage in not more than 80 words.   (3) 

            

                 Answer 

   2.1            Title: Somnath Temple 

1. Location & Origin 

1.1 small village of Somnathpur 

1.2  commissioned by Soma Dandanayaka or Somnath – minister of Hoyasala king, Narasimha, 

the third 

 

1.3 Built around 1268 A.D. 

 

2. Original Condition  

 

2.1 Three corridors ending in three shrines with three versions of Krishna – Venugopal, Janardana 

and Prasanna Keshava 

 

2.2 Kalyana mandapa – in the inner center of the temple. 

 

3. Structural details 

 

3.1 Has 3 Shikaras. 

3.2 stands on a star – shaped – raised platform with 24 edges 

3.3   Vertical panels covered by equisite. Fig
s
 of gods & goddesses with many incarnations 

depicted. 

3.4  Nymphs – some with an ear of maize (symbol of plenty & prosperity) 

4. Sculptural perfect
-n

  

4.1 every inch of walls, pillars, ceilings – covered with sculpture 

4.2 Outer walls – carved caparisoned elephants, charge
-ng 

horsemen, stylized fls., warriors 

musicians, crocodiles & swans. 

 

                                   Key to Abbreviations Used 

                                       & - and  

                                      Figs – figures 

                                      perfect
-n

 – perfection 

                                     charge
-ng

 – charging  

                                     Fls. – flowers 
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2.2     SUMMARY 

 

Somnath Temple is situated in a small village of Somnathpur. It was commissioned by Soma 

Dandanayaka or Somnath, the minister of the Hoyasala king, Narsimha, the third and it was built 

around 1268 A.D. in its original forms it had three corridors, each ending in a shrine, one for 

each version of Krishna – Venugopala, Janardana Prasanna Keshav. The structural perfection of 

temple is amazing. Every inch of wall, pillars, and even ceilings are covered with sculptures. The 

outer walls are intricately carved with caparisoned elephants, charging horsemen, stylized 

flower, warriors, musicians, crocodiles and swans. 

 

 

Q2.2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

It is quite common today to see people of all ages, shapes and sizes going to the friendly 

neighbourhood counsellor for a word of advice. Be it education, job or a family discord, the 

need of psychologists acting as counsellors, in every area of life, is increasing day by day. Stress 

is so common place today that it has almost become a way of life. Needless to say that in a stress 

– charged atmosphere, well – qualified psychologists are much in demand. Hence, practising 

psychology can be taken up as a career option which can provide you a self – satisfying vocation 

as well as fame and money. 

 

So let’s first find out what is psychology and what does a psychologist do? According to a 

psychiatrist of Max Healthcare, Samir Parikh, “Psychology is the study of mental health in a 

broad perspective.” As regard the work of a psychologist, Parikh said, “A psychologist offers 

counselling to a patient suffering from stress and related worries and work in different 

establishments from hospitals, schools and colleges to defence and the industry.” He enumerated 

that now a days, the scope of a psychologist had widened and remarked, “Psychologists can 

primarily be put into three categories: clinical psychologists; rehabilitation psychologists and 

organization behavioural psychologists, out of which clinical psychology has come up, as the 

best career choice today.” 

 

According to the head, Department of Psychiatry, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Dr. J.M.Wadhawan,  

“A psychologist vis – a – vis a psychiatrist, who is an MBBS and above, does not offer therapy 

by way of medicines to patients, but offers counselling.” He remarked, “One can start practising 

as a psychologist, as a school or college counsellor, after doing master’s in psychology however 

for being a clinical psychologist a one ought to be at least an M.Phil or a Ph.D. in a clinical 

subject. Parikh however added, “The minimum qualifications a psychologist should possess is 

still a subject of much debate.” The National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences 

(NIMHANS) is one of the premier institutions in India conducting a whole range of 

programmes in the area of mental health and training. The head, Department of Psychology, 

NIMHANS, Dr. C.R.Mukundan said, “Clinical psychology in India has had a haphazard growth 

starting from juvenile health to adult mental health.” He pointed out that psychology and 

psychological counselling was an emerging area facing several bottlenecks at present.              
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2.1 On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using headings and sub – 

headings. Also use recognizable abbreviations, wherever necessary. Use format you consider 

suitable. Supply a suitable title to it.     (5)  

 

 

2 Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words.  (3) 

                

ANSWER 

2.1 Title: Psychology – A Healing Touch 

 

1. Psychology – study of mental health in a broad prospective 

 

2. Present Scenario 

             2.1 Not many trained 

             2.2 low level of trng. &  prac. 

 

         3. Eligibility 

             3.1 Clinical psy. : two years trng. After PG. 

             3.2 Organisational Psy. : PG. 

 

         4. Attributes required 

             4.1 good listening skills 

             4.2 ability to comm. 

             4.3 establish rapport. 

 

         5. Areas of work 

             5.1 Clinical psy. hospital 

             5.2 Developmental: paediatrics 

             5.3 Organisational behaviourist: industry 

             5.4 School cons. 

             5.5 Teachers    

             5.6 NGOs                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

             5.7 In admin. positions 

             5.8 Selection of persnl. 

             5.9 freelancer 

 

         6. Scope 

             6.1 Increased compt. lead to mental dis.   

             6.2 Increased awareness 
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                                      Abbreviations used : 

                                      Psy. – psychology  

                                     Trng. – training  

                                     Prac. – practice  

                                     PG – Post Graduation  

                                     Comm. – communicate 

                                     Couns. – counsellors 

                                     Admin. – administrative  

                                     Persnl. – personnel 

                                     Compt. – competition    

                                      dis. – disease 

       

   2.2           SUMMARY 

Psychology is the study of mental health in abroad prospective. Presently there are not many trained 

psychologists and if there are they are skilled with low training and practice. For this qualities like good 

listening skills, ability to communicate are required and most important one must be good in establishing 

rapport with patients. There is wide area of work for psychologist. For example, he can act as clinical 

psychologist, developmental, organizational behaviourist, school counsellor, teacher at administrative 

post, and freelancer can also select the personnel in services. Its scope is widening day by day with an 

increase in competition which is leading to a mental diseases as well as increased awareness among the 

masses making it an independent career. 

 

Q2.3. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

No ifs, no buts…smoking kills. Figures available with the World Health Organization (WHO) prove that 

smoking is the single-largest preventable cause of death worldwide. The facts are strikingly shocking. 

Of everyone alive today, 50, 00000 will eventually be killed by tobacco-use. Smoking is responsible for 

9o percent of all forms of lung cancer, and 75 percent of cases involving chronic bronchitis and 

emphysema. Tobacco smoke contains more than 4000 chemicals, 60 of which – including arsenic, used 

in anti poison; methanol, found in rocket fuel; and DDT, an insecticide—are either known or suspected 

to be carcinogens. The cigarette lodged between your fingertips is the stick of death. It’s time to wake up 

to reality today. Tomorrow could be too late. 

The world over cigarettes have increasingly become the focus of public and media attention; specially in 

the US, where there has been a spate of cases by individual smokers seeking billion dollar damages. So 

much so, writers such as John Grisham have penned bestsellers (Runaway Jury) on this theme and 

Hollywood has made movies – The Insider is a case in point – on the topic. Smoking might be an 

outdated habit in today’s time, but a World Bank study reveals that India, Indonesia and China are the 

only countries where the last decade has witnessed an increased in cigarette – consumption. 

The alarm bells are ringing. “Tobacco and carcinogenic substance and the prime cause of heart disease, 

stroke and chronic lung disease. It also leaves the body susceptible to tuberculosis – around 2, 00,000 

smokers in India succumb to TB each year,” points out Sanjiv Malik, secretary of the Indian Medical 

Association (IMA). 

 

“Smoking kills. Every cigarette takes away five minutes of your life, which is roughly the time taken to 

smoke it,” reiterates Samir Kaul, senior consultant, oncology department, Indraprastha Apollo Hospital. 

No, this is not the of anti – tobacco lobbyists speaking, but cold facts. Consider this: one in ten persons 
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addicted to the engineered drug – delivery device of nicotine, a substance claimed to be more addictive 

than heroin, falls victims to smoking. By 2030, if not sooner, this ratio will be 1:6. Smoking kills 560 

people every hour, 13,400 people per day, and 4.9 million people per year, according to the WHO. 

 

In India the Supreme Court has banned smoking in public places and public transport. But have anti – 

smoking directives achieved any measure of success? Apparently not. Each day, 2,500 persons across 

India die of smoking – related diseases… this translates into a death every 40 seconds. But even this 

number will be dwarfed in future if India continues to smoke as much as it does. Fifty percent of India’s 

population is under 25 – the next growth market for tobacco giants losing business in developed 

countries. Figures reveal that 5,500 Indian children start smoking each day, joining the 4 million under – 

15 children who already use tobacco regularly. 

 

“Other than massive health complications, India incurs an annual cost of 277.6 billion because of 

tobacco use,” says Kishore Choudhary Deputy Director General, Indian Council for Medical Research. 

Drastic situations call for drastic measures. “The government is doing as much as it can,” says Delhi 

Health Minister, A.K Walia, “We have banned smoking in public places and public transport.” But 

ground reality paints a different picture. “People should realise that smoking is injurious to health,” adds 

Walia, “But, at the end of the day, it is a matter of choice.” It’s a choice between life and death. For 

cigarettes area legally available consumer which kill. The choice is yours. 

 

2.1 On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using headings and sub – 

headings. Also use recognizable abbreviations, wherever necessary. Use a format you consider 

suitable. Supply a suitable title to it.                 (5) 

2.2 Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words.         (3) 

                             ANSWER 

2.1 TITLE: CIGARETTES – A MATTER OF CHOICE BETWEEN DEATH & LIFE 

       1. Tobacco – Largest Preventable cause of death  

       1.1 5, 00,000000 killed 

       1.2 90% cases of Lung cancer 

       1.3 70% chronic bronc. & emphysema  

       2. Contents 

  2.1 Arsenic – used in anti – poison  

        2.2 methanol – rocket fuel 

          2.3 D.D.T. – an insecticide. 

        3. Consequences 

       3.1 Heart disease 

       3.2 Stroke & chronic lung dis. 

         3.3 T.B. 

         3.4 Cancer 

         3.5 Sexually trans. dis. 

        3.6 Accs. 

        3.7 Diabetes 

         3.8 Suicide 

         3.9 Kidney dis. 

         3.10 Liver dis. 
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4. Cold facts 

       4.1 1:10 persons addct. 

       4.2 By 2030 1:6 

       4.3 5500 Indian children smoke each day 

       4.4 Death Rate 

       4.4.1 560 people / hr. 

       4.4.2 13400 ppl. / Day 

       4.4.3 4.9 million / year 

 

         5. Measures taken by Sup. Court. 

        5.1 Smoking Ban at Public places. 

        5.2 Pb trans. 

 

                                     Abbreviations Used: 

                                      Bronc. – bronchitis  

                                      Trans. – transmitted 

                                      Addct. – addicted  

                                      Dis – disease 

                                      T.B. – Tuberculosis  

                                      Acc. – Accidents  

                                      Hrs. – hour  

                                      Ppl. – people 

                                      Sup. – Supreme  

 

2.2 SUMMARY 

Tobacco is the largest preventable cause of death. It contains 4000 chemicals which include 

arsenic, methanol and D.D.T. It is cause of many diseases such as Heart disease, T.B., Cancer, Diabetes, 

Kidney, Liver, Stroke and chronic Lung disease. Sometimes it may lead to accidents and even suicide. 

The death rate is really astonishing as 4.9 million die every year. Supreme Court has taken strict 

decision to stop our children from falling the prey to it. It has banned smoking at public places as well as 

in public transport. Cigarette is the matter of choice between life and death. 

 

Q2.4 Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.              8 marks 

 

       You often see pictures of desert regions and when the word ‘desert’ is mentioned, you at once think of 

kilometers and kilometers of fine sand and camels. Such ‘sandy deserts’ are not very common. We find them 

in part of the Sahara and in Silent Valley in the Colorado. They are not flat like plains but have numerous 

sand hills called dunes. A strange fact about these sand dunes is that they are not permanent like the Nilgiri 

Hills or the Aravalli hills. 

As you can well imagine, a desert region is not very attractive and few would care to live there. But there are 

quite a number of tribes who have lived under these hard conditions for generations. Most of these people are 

nomads like the Mountain Lapps. 

As human beings cannot live without water, the nomads of the desert wander from one fertile area to another. 

Such fertile spots in a desert which have water springs surrounded with patches of grass and palm tress are 
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called oases (Sing. oasis). Here they graze their camels and goats and cultivate food crops. Dates grow very 

well in these oases. 

The Bedouin and Taureg tribes are the nomads of the Sahara. They are usually traders and travel to the 

permanent settlements situated in large oases. Camels are their only means of transport as these animals can 

go a long time without water and their wide hooves prevent them from sinking in the soft sand. They can 

drink upto120 litres of at a time and as they don’t sweat they lose no water through the pores in their skin like 

human beings. 

The Hottentots live in Kalahari desert. They keep herds of skinny cattle in such areas which provide rough 

grass and water. The Bushmen of the Namib are considered one of the most backward tribes in the world. 

They are nomadic hunters and they do not keep cattle like the Hottentots. They have little idea of how to 

build a house or a fairly decent means of shelter. It is quite common for them to remain day and night in the 

open at some place where they found water, deep beneath the dry surface. They hunt wild animals such the 

antelopes and zebras. As they do not have guns, they use bows and arrows. The points of the arrows are 

smeared with poison. Because of this poison, a wounded animal dies quickly and rarely escapes. When big 

animals cannot be found, the Bushmen eat desert rats, locusts, grasshoppers and even snakes. 

The Black fellows are the original people of Australia. Some still live in poor conditions in the Bush of 

Western Australia.  They too, are nomadic hunters though numbers of them are employed on cattle ranches 

where they prove themselves very skilful in their work. 

 

1. On the basis of your reading of the passage make notes on it, using recognizable abbreviations wherever 

necessary. Use a suitable format. Supply an appropriate title.     (5) 

2. Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.                                                       (3)              

 

                                         ANSWER 

    2.1 Title: Important Features of Deserts and their Inhabitants 

           1. DESERTS AND THEIR FEATURES 

               (a) Not flat like plains but sand hills called dunes--- 

               (b) Dunes not permanent hills like Aravallis or Nilgiris. 

                     Ex. Sahara; Death Valley in Colorado. 

               (c) Inhabited by tribes people – nomads like Mountain lapps. 

                    (i) Wander from one fertile place to another. 

                    (ii) Graze their animals, grow food crops. 

               (d) Oases – fertile spots in des. having water springs, patches of grass, palm trees and date trees. 

            2. Some Inhabitants and their Features 

                (i) Bedouin and Taureg Tribes of Sahara: nomads 

                    (a) traders – travel to permt setts. 

                    (b) travel on camels – remain without water, wide hooves – do not sink in sand, drink up to 120 l of  

water, do not sweat – lose no water. 

               (ii) Hottentots of Kalahari: 

                     Keep herds of cattle in areas with grass and water. 

               (iii) Bushmen of the Namib: one of the most backward tribes – nomad hunters. 

(a) Do not keep cattle. 

(b) Do not know how to make house – live in the open for days near undd waterholes. 

(c) Hunt wild animals with poison - tipped arrows. 

(d) Can also eat snakes, insects, etc. 

               (iv) Black fellows of Australia: nomadic bush-people, hunters – employed on cattle-ranches also. 
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                                  Abbreviation Used: 

                                  Ex. – example 

                                  Des. – desert 

                                   L – litre 

                                   Setts – settlements 

                                   Undd. - underground  

                                   Permt. - permanent 

 

2. SUMMARY 

A desert is generally thought to be kilometers of sand and camels but such sandy deserts are not very 

common and only found in Sahara and part of Colorado. They have sand dunes, hills of sand which keep 

shifting. Though deserts are not attractive to live in yet many nomadic tribes have lived for generations 

like Bedouin and Taureg tribes of Sahara, Hottentots of Kalahari, Black fellows of Bush area of 

Australia. Some of them move in search of water from one fertile patch to another, called oases. Some 

of these tribes keep camels or herds of skinny cattle, some hunt animals or trade goods. Some even 

cultivate food crops like dates. Most of them are backward. 

 

 

Q2.  5 Read the passage carefully and answer the questions which follow.                   8 marks 

 

Justice is a dynamic concept. It has been undergoing changes from the ancient times till this day. Some 

thinkers considered justice as the maximum happiness of the maximum number of people. Others define 

justice from the economic viewpoint and consider economic equality as the only basis of justice. On the 

other hand, the socialist thinkers have severely criticized the modern capitalist system. They have 

conceived such a social system in which there is no exploitation of the poor by the rich and all facilities 

are available to citizens according to their needs.  

 

Social justice lies in providing all facilities for the development of his personality and to social needs. 

Laski, while accepting social justice as the basis of liberty, says that social justice implies a system 

wherein everyone is provided with an opportunity to develop in accordance with his ability and needs 

and all obstacles in the process of his development are removed. Social justice also demands the support 

of society so that the helpless, the disabled and all those who are not in a position to acquire means for 

themselves should be helped by the state and provided with livelihood. As a matter of fact, social justice 

has become the first and most important objective of the present day welfare states. Moreover, on the 

international level, like the United Nations are making all out efforts to establish social justice in the 

world. 

 

Political justice implies the participation of the people in the affairs of the state. Every citizen has the 

right to share in the governance of the country. In a democracy, the system of adult franchise symbolizes 

political justice. Equal opportunity to public appointments, right to contest election for public offices, 

rights to freedom of the expression and speech, to from association and unions, and the right to criticise 

government are the foundations of political justice. 
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According to M.C.Setalved, “Economic justice is the provision of equal opportunities to the citizens to 

acquire wealth and use it for their living, it implies too that those persons who are disabled or old 

unemployed and therefore, not in a position to acquire wealth should be helped by society to live.” Some 

other scholars hold the view that to meet the demands of social justice, production and distribution 

should be regulated in keeping with the public good and not the individual and sectional good. In 

essence, economic equality is the ground for economic justice. The economy should be so organized that 

every body gets as much share in economic resources or receives as much wage or income according to 

his ability that is essential to meet at least his basic needs. Gandhiji, reacting to this question, said, “My 

ideal is equal distribution but so far as I can see it cannot be realized. I, therefore, work for equitable 

distribution.” 

 

1. Make notes on the contents of the passage using abbreviations and symbols. Use a format you 

consider suitable. Supply a suitable title.                                                      (5  

 2.Make a summary of the passage in about 80 words.                                 (3) 

            ANSWER 

 

2.1 Title: Various Kinds of Justice 

       Def. of Justice – Dynamic concept 

(i)  Max. happiness to max. number of people. 

(ii) Eco. Equality – basis  

(ii) Socialist – no exploitation of poor by rich. 

 

Social J.       – opportunity to dev. acc. to ability. 

         - support of society and state to helpless, disabled. 

             Agencies     - Welfare States, U.N. 

 

   Pol. J.          -  right to participate in governance of country 

   Foundations –  

(i)  adult franchise 

                (ii) equal opportunities to public apptmts. 

(iii)  right to contest elections for public off. 

(iv) to freedom of speech. 

(v) to criticize govt. 

 

      Eco. J.         – equal opp. to acquire wealth and use for living. 

        - old, disabled, unemployed helped by society. 

         - prod. & distri. regulated with public good in mind not individual. 



 24 

 

 

                                       Abbreviation Used: 

                                       Def. – definition 

                                       Max. – maximum 

                                       Eco. – economic 

J. – justice 

                                       Dev. – development 

                                       Acc. – according 

                                       Apptmts. – appointments 

                                       Govt. – government 

                                       Off. – office 

                                        Prod. – production 

                                          & - and 

                                        Distri. - distribution 

  

 

2. SUMMARY 

    

Justice is a Dynamic concept. For some it is maximum happiness to maximum number of people. 

For others economic equality is the only basis of justice. Socialist thinkers criticize modern 

capitalist system which exploits people. 

 

Social justice lies in providing all facilities for the development of citizen’s personality and to 

fulfill social needs. It is the most important objective of the present day welfare states. Political 

justice implies the participation of people in the affairs of the state. In a democracy, the system 

of adult franchise symbolizes political justice. 

 

Economic justice means provision of equal opportunities to the citizens to acquire wealth and use 

it for their living. This is what Gandhiji also said that one get as much wage according to his 

ability that is essential to meet at least his basic needs.     
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SECTION – B 

                           ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS 

                                    (Total marks: 35) 
Q.3 One short composition (with internal choice) of not more than 50 words, e.g. 

advertisements 

And notices, designing or drafting posters, writing formal and informal invitations and their 

replies.                                                                                                                      5 marks 

Q.4 A report or factual description (with internal choice) based on given verbal input (100- 

125 words)                                                                                                               10 marks 

Q.5 Letter Writing (with internal choice) based on given verbal input. Letter types include 

Business or Official letters (for making enquiries, complaints, asking for giving information, 

Placing orders and sending replies); Letters to the Editor (giving suggestions on an issue or 

published letter); Application for a job.                                                                   10 marks 

Q.6 Composition Writing (with internal choice) based on visual / verbal input 

 (About 150-200 words). Output may be descriptive or argumentative in nature, such as – an  

Article, a speech, etc.                                                                                                10 marks 

  

NOTICE 

A short writing skill used widely for conveying information about. A word limit of 50 words is 

prescribed by the Board. 

Marking (5marks) 
• Heading / title / headline                                                                 1 mark 

• Date of Issue                                                                                     ½ mark 

• Name and Designation of Issuing authority                                      ½ mark 

• Content and expression                                                                     3 marks                       

      
IMPORTANT POINTS TO BE INCLUDED IN A NOTICE 

        Function / Event Notice 

� Date of function /event  

� Time of function / event 

� Place where it is going to be held 

� Target audience  

� Instruction related to entrance fee/ charges 

� Whom to contact for other details 

Lost / Found Notice 

� Article / Item lost / found 

� Where it was lost / found 

� Details regarding size, shape and co lour 

� Whom to contact 

� When to contact 

� Reward if any 
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Tours / Camps / Treks Notice 

� Number of days 

� Cost of the journey 

� Place of tour / camp / trek 

� Things necessary to carry along 

� Whom to contact for other details. 

 

Q.1 You are Sachin/Suhani, the cultural secretary of Columbo Senior School, Dehradun. Write a notice  

        for your school Notice Board giving details for participation of students in a cultural programme to  

                    be organized by your school.       (Word limit: 50 words) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     (5) 

 

                                          COLUMBO SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL 

                                                                DEHRADUN 

                                                                NOTICE 

                                                    Cultural Programme 

22
nd

  September, 20xx 

A cultural programme is being organized in the school on 30
th

 September, 20xx. One team from each house 

 can contest in the following items: 

Items                                                                No. of Participants                                                Duration 

1. Group Dance                                                 Up to 8 members                                                     10minutes 

2. Solo Song                                                      Up to 3 members                                                      2 minutes 

3. One act play                                                  Up to 7 members                                                      20 minutes 

4. Group Song                                                   Up to 9 members of each house                                 5 minutes 

Students leader will submit entries to the undersigned by the 25
th

 September positively. 

Sachin 

Cultural Secretary  

       

Q.2 Your school is organizing a tour to Mumbai and Goa during the winter vacation. Write a notice 

giving detailed information to the students. You are Mallika/Mohit, school Head Boy/Girl, King’s 

International School, Pune.                                                                                                                                  

(5)    

                                                    KING’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, PUNE 

                                                                   NOTICE 

                                                    Excursion Tour to Bombay & Goa 

15
th

 November, 20xx 

The school is organizing a tour to Mumbai and Gao as per details given below: 

                                Duration: 10 days 

                                Dates:      21
st
  to 30

th
 December, 20xx 

                                Cost:        Rs 4000/- 

                                Plans:       Visiting interesting places 

These interested may kindly give their names to the undersigned by the 25
th

 November 20xx 

Mallika 

Head Girl   
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Q.3 You are the School Prefect, Aditi Mohan. Draft a notice for the notice board about a trekking 

holiday that your school is organizing, giving all the necessary details in not more than 50 words asking 

those keen to join to give their names.         

 

 

                                                                                                                            (5) 

ABC SCHOOL 

NOTICE 

Trekking Tour 

10
th

 September,20xx 

Those interested in trekking in the October holidays may please note: 

                                  Trek to : Uttarakashi 

                                  Charges : Rs.200/- per head 

                                  Dates :     10
th

 Oct – 17
th

  Oct 

Names to be given to the undersigned by 20
th

 September. 

Aditi Mohan 

(School Prefect) 

 

Q.4 You are Shekhar Gupta/Seema Gupta, Head Boy/Head Girl of M.G. School, Luck now. The school  

is organizing a nature walk through the Forest Reserves at National. Write a notice for Notice Board 

informing students of Class IX and above about the trip giving necessary details in not more than 50 

words.        (5)  

                                            

                                                     M.G. SCHOOL, LUCKNOW 

                                                              NOTICE 

                                      NATURE WALK THROUGH FOREST RESERVES 

November 15,20xx 

Students of classes IX to XII are hereby informed that a 5-day Nature walk trip to the forest Reserves of  

Nainital is being organized from 24
th

 November to 29
th

 November 20xx. Cost of the trip would be Rs.2, 000. 

Those interested may give their names to the Sports – In charge Mr. Bhalla latest by 19
th 

November. 

For further details contact: 

Seema Gupta  

Head Girl                                             

 

Q.5As the Head Boy/ Head Girl of St. Peter’s Senior Secondary School, you have been asked to put up a 

notice informing students of Classes IX – XII regarding the Book Week being celebrated in the school. 

During the celebration the famous writer Ruskin Bond is being invited. He would be autographing 

books. Draft the notice. Sign as Rakshit / Sapna.    (Word limit: 50)                                                                                     

(5) 



 28 

 

                                           St. Peter’s Senior Secondary School 

                                                           NOTICE 

                                           BOOK WEEK CELEBRATIONS 

April 14, 20xx 

The school is organizing ‘Book Week’ for the students of Class IX – XII from 16.04.20xx – 23.04.20xx in  

the school auditorium. Several reputed publishers will display their school – books. The famous writer  

Ruskin Bond, who has been invited to speak on the pleasures of reading books, will be autographing the  

copies of his books bought by children. Do participate in the large numbers to experience the thrill of books. 

Sapna 

Head Girl                                                                                                                                                                

   

Q.6 Girish Singh a student of class of XI has lost his Chemistry Book entitled Advanced Chemistry for 

class XI and XII by K.P. Singh. He decides to put up a notice on the Student’s Notice Board of the school. 

He is a student of St. Patrick’s School Dinapur. Write the notice in not more than 50 words.        (5) 

 

                                                  ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL, DINAPUR 

                                                         LOST! LOST! LOST! 

15
th 
Oct.20xx 

A very costly book entitled “Advanced Chemistry” written by K.P. Singh has been lost today while doing 

practicals in the Chemistry Laboratory. It has a laminated yellow cover with author’s name written on the 

Last page. It bears the Stamp of British Council Library, New Delhi finder may please restore the same to me. 

He will be served with hot tea. 

Girish Singh 

Student XI B    

    

Q.7 You have lost your wrist – watch in school. Write a notice for the ‘Lost and Found’ Notice Board of 

your school. You are XYZ of Class XII.                 

                                                                              (5) 

                                                                LOST AND FOUND 

Lost on April 5, during school hours, at about 3 p.m. a citizen wrist – watch, automatic with day and date,  

white and black dial, stainless steel frame, golden col our brass chain. It was lost while playing a friendly  

match held in the University Ground. Suitable reward for restoring it to XYZ of Class XII, Section B or 

Principal Govt. School, Noida. 

 XYZ 

Class XII B     
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Q.8 As the Head Boy/Head Girl of Amravati Public School, Bhubneswar, put up a notice for the students 

Notice Board requesting all students to donate generously, in cash or in the form of articles and food items, for 

distribution among the cyclone affected people in remote Orrisa villages. (Word limit: 50)           (5) 

 

                                          AMRAVATI PUBLIC SCHOOL 

                                                       NOTICE  

                                          Donate Generously For a Cause 

17 November,20xx 

The cyclone – affected victims of Orissa are dying in millions. They need help. Come forward and donate – 

food items, clothes, cash, medicines. Any form of assistance is welcome. Deposit the items with Mr. Vivek  

Rath, the Sports Teacher latest by 20
th

 November. For further details contact: 

ABC 

Head Boy   

                                                    ADVERTISEMENT – (5 marks) 

  Useful points: 

1. Maximum word limit prescribed in the syllabus is 50 words. 

2. The advertisement need not be in correct grammatical sentences.   

3. Articles are omitted, but there should be clarity. 

4. The message conveyed should be brief and relevant. 

5. It should be written in a box. The box should be at the center. 

6. Language used should always be simple. 

7. A suitable caption should be provided to the advertisement. 

 

Q.1 You want to hire accommodation for your newly started business in Madras. Write out an advertisement for 

the same to be published in the classified columns of the Hindu. 

 

                                                   ACCOMODATION WANTED 

Wanted a well furnished suitable accommodation with 3 rooms on the ground floor in the close vicinity of  

Madras city to start the readymade garment business. It should be near some nationalized bank. Rent  

Negotiable. Please contact 192959 or S.K.Sharma 25, A Gandhi Road, Madras.    

 

Q.2 You want to sell your Maruti Car. Write a suitable advertisement to be printed in the ‘For Sale’ columns of 

a local newspaper. 

 

                                                             FOR SALE 

1996, Maruti Deluxe – A.C. single own/self driven tinted/glasses, stereo, tyres, battery new, original paint,  

Engine in excellent condition. Owner leaving Delhi. Payment cash with all the relevant documents. Contact 

Rohit/Arun 5 B.C.C. Colony Complex. Phone 764402 between 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. Brokers no excuse.    

Q.3 You want to purchase a flat. Draft an advertisement in about 50 words for a newspaper, detailing your 

requirements and your capacity to pay. 

 

                                                             FOR PURCHASE 

Needed a four flat, preferably on ground floor in North Delhi Shakti Nagar (near Govt.School) Delhi – 7. 

Well equipped with separate kitchen and two bedrooms; premises having its two sides open on a main road  

will be preferred. Price up to Rs. 4 lacs contact on Phone 2910536 or write to M/s Deluxe Properties 59  

Kamala Nagar, Delhi.        
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Q.4 Ravi Men on of 54/7 Vasant Kunj, wishes to let out his house. He drafts an advertisement for publication in 

‘To Let’ Section of a newspaper, giving the location, type of accommodation rent expected and contact address. 

Write the advertisement in not more than 50 words. 

 

                                                             TO LET 

A well equipped house having a separate set of 5 including kitchen and bath is available on rent. It is very 

suitable for a small family. It is situated on the main road of Vasant Kunj having a Municipal Park before it.  

Expected rent Rs. 4500 including water and electricity charges. Interested parties may please contact Ravi  

Men on of 54/7 Vasant Kunj, New Delhi – 9 or ring 2523910.    

  

Q.5 You have a set of three simple rooms exclusively suitable for simple occupants and students. Draft an 

advertisement for the ‘To Let’ column. 

 

                                                             TO LET 

A set of three simple rooms well equipped in every way suitable for students is available for rent near the 

university campus. There is separate bathroom and kitchen with every room. Rent negotiable. Interested  

parties may contact R.K.Verma 2 – L, Maurice Nagar on any working day between 8.00 to 12.00 p.m. or ring 

7412912.   

                              

                                                   Invitation Writing (5 marks) 
Useful Points:   

1. Formal invitations are generally printed invitation cards through which we invite our guests on some 

occasions like weddings, birthdays, inauguration of shops and houses etc. 

2. Formal invitations don’t include the names of addressees. 

3. The length of formal invitations should not exceed 50 words. 

4. In such cases, where V.I.P. is invited to preside over a function, the name of that V.I.P appears prominently 

in such formal invitations. 

 

Q.1 As the Principal of M.J.International School which is holding its Annual Day Function at 5.00 p.m. on 15 

November in the school auditorium. Design an Invitation Card to be sent to the parents and invitees. The Chief 

Guest of Delhi has agreed to be the chief guest on the occasion. Do not exceed 50 words.      

      

                                                         INVITATION 

The Principal, staff and students of M.J. International School, XY Road, AB Colony, Delhi 

Cordially invite you to attend their Sixth Annual Day Function on November 15  

at 5.00 p.m. in the school Auditorium 

                                               Shri Saheb Singh Verma 

                                               (Chief Minister of Delhi) 

                                 has kindly consented to be the Chief Guest. 

RSVP 

6852031 

6852032 

                               Please be seated by 4:45 p.m. 

                                          valid for two      
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Q.2 Draft an invitation on the behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Tarla of 21 Sector – 14, Bhopal, which they may use to 

invite their friends and relatives on the birth anniversary of their son Neeraj at their residence on August 16. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Tarla 

request the pleasure of your benign presence 

on the auspicious occasion of the 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

of 

their son 

NEERAJ 
at their residence 

21, Sector -14, Bhopal 

at 3.30 p.m. 

On 

August 16 

R.S.V.P. 

Mr.& Mrs. Tarla      

 

Q.3 You going to open a confectionery store at Railway Road Nampalli and want to invite your friends and the 

people of your locality on its inaugural ceremony. Using information given in the input, draft a suitable 

invitation letter for this purpose. 

 

Janta Confectionery Store – inauguration on 18
th

 March at 10 a.m. – by L.K.Rao, I.T.G. – all are invited.   

 

M/s RAMPAL JAIN & SONS 

announce the opening of 

Janta Confectionery Store 
156-L, Railway Road, Nampalli 

INAUGURATION 
On 

Friday, the 18
th

 March at 10.00a.m. 

By 

SHRI L.K.RAO, I.T.O 
All are cordially invited 

VISIT FOR ALL KINDS OF CONFECTIONERY ITEMS 

at most reasonable rates 

INAUGURAL DISCOUNT 

OF 10% ON ALL GOODS 

R.S.V.P.: 

Janta Confectionary Store 

Phone : 040-22436  
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Q.4 You are the Principal, St. Thomas Sr. Secondary School, Ernakulum. Using the information given below in 

the input, draft a suitable invitation to be sent to important dignitaries of the city on the Silver Jubilee 

Celebrations of the school. 

 

Invited on the Silver Jubilee Celebrations – Mr. Robert Anthony, President YMCA, Ernakulum to preside 

  

The Principal, Staff and Students of 

ST. THOMAS SR. SECONDARY SCHOOL, ERNAKULUM 

invite you on their 

SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
on 10

th
 March at 10a.m. 

MR ROBERT ANTHONY 
PRESIDENT, YMCA, ERNAKULUM 

has kindly consented to preside over the function and give away 

the prizes 

Principal: Phones: 0484-23462, 0484-23472. 

Programme overleaf                                                                        

 

Q.5 Using the information given below in the input, prepare a draft for an invitation card to be sent on behalf of 

your parents on the occasion of the wedding of your sister. 

 

Marriage of daughter – On 31
st
 March – Reception of Barat at 8 p.m. – Doli – 6 a.m.  

  

Mr. & Mrs. S.M. Vampattu 

request the pleasure of your company 

on the auspicious occasion of the 

marriage of their daughter 

MADHU 
with 

AKHIL 
(S/o Mr. & Mrs. R.S. Lingade of Srirangapattan) 

On Monday, the 31
st
 March 

at 

24 Fort Road Srirangapattan 

 

PROGRAMME 
Monday, March 31 

Reception of Barat                                    8.00 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 1 

Doli                                                      6.00 a.m. 

R.S.V.P.                                                                                                              With best compliments from: 

Globe Industries, Srirangapattan                                                                            All Relatives 

Kohinoor Plastics, Srirangapattan                                                                                 & 

                                                                                                                                    Friends    
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Q.6 You are the Secretary of the Old Students’ Association, Modern School, Barakhamba Road, New Delhi. 

Using the information given in the input, write invitation letters to all the old students of the school on the 

Alumni Meet. 

 

Alumni Meet on 20
th

 August – Dinner & Dance – at Ashoka Hotel, Delhi – confirm your seats  

 

Old Students’ Association 

Modern School 

Barakhambha Road 

New Delhi 

Dear Alumna/Alumnus 

25
th

 Alumni Meet of Modern School, Barakhambha Road, will be held on 20
th

 August, at Ashoka Hotel,  

Chanakyapuri. Old students, including their husband/wives, will be guests of honour. Kindly assemble at  

7.00 p.m. in the Banquet Hall for a get – together and late dinner and dance. 

Please confirm your seats by sending Rs. 300 to the undersigned. 

C.R.Mehta 

Secretary   

 

Q.7 You are the Director of Career Orientations, a leading name in postal – coaching for competitive 

examinations, including IIT – JEE and CBSE – PMT. Using the information given below in the input, write 

letters to the Principals of some selected ‘Prestigious Schools’ inviting the names of two brilliant students from 

each institutions to attend their Contact Programme free of cost. 

 

Career Orientations – a leader in Postal coaching for IIT – JEE & CBSE – PMT - invite two names 

recommended by the Principal – selected students invited to attend the Contact Programme free of charges   

    

CAREER ORIENTATIONS 

94-B Hindi Park 

Darya Ganj 

New Delhi – 110002 

Ph. 23286391, 23286359 

4 August  

The Principal 

ABC School 

Delhi 

Sir  

Career Orientations, an established name in postal coaching, needs no introduction to the students and  

Teachers of Delhi. We have selected your school among the ‘Prestigious Schools’ of Delhi. You can 

recommend any two students to attend our extensive Contact Programme to be held on 1
st
 and 2

nd
 September  

for IIT – JEE & CBSE – PMT completely free of cost. 

 Rajendra Gupta 

 Director  

 

Q.8 You are the President, Students’ Council of your school. Using the information given in the input below, 

send a proper letter of invitation to the leader of Opposition in the Assembly to preside over the inaugural and 

the Oath – Taking Ceremony of the elected members of the Council. 
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Invited to inaugurate – new Students’ Council constituted – to preside over the Oath – taking Ceremony  

  

From: 

Students’ Council 

St. Xavier School 

Delhi  

10
th

 August 

Respected Sir 

It would be a matter of great honour to us if you spare some of your precious time to inaugurate the newly  

elected Students’ Council of the school and also preside over the Oath – taking Ceremony of the elected 

representatives of the students. 

 Kindly confirm your availability and the date. 

Sd/- 

President  

 

Q.9 Your parents have completed 50 years of happy married life. Using the information given below in the 

input, send an informal invitation to your uncle, residing in Salem, to join you in the Golden – Jubilee 

celebration of their marriage at your house. 

Golden – Jubilee celebration of our parents’ married life – ‘haw an’ – presentation of shawls – dinner   

  

20 L Raja Gardens  

Madurai 

10 April 

Respected Uncle 

With God’s grace I am fortunate to see the most momentous day in our family life. My parents, Sh. S.  

Sridharan and Smt. Kamala Devi, have completed 50 years of their happy, prosperous and eventful married  

Life. We are going to celebrate the Golden – Jubilee of their married life on 25
th

 of March. It will be simple 

ceremony. Only family members and close friends are invited. Do join us on this auspicious day. 

Yours sincerely 

Y.S. Rang Nathan         

 

Q.10 Your friend from Manipur is staying in the school hostel. Using the information given below in the input, 

send him an invitation to celebrate Diwali at your house. 

 

Friend from Manipur – a hosteller – invite to join you in Diwali celebration at your house 

    

120 Mahatma Gandhi Road 

Pune 

25
th

 October  

Dear Tuzzu 

It gives me a great pleasure in inviting you to my house at Diwali. I am sure you will feel at home in the 

company of my younger brother and sisters. We shall have great fun. I am sure you will join us in the ‘Puja’  

and Diwali celebrations. 

Yours sincerely 

Dilip Sardesai  
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Q.11 A pen – friend of yours is visiting India in summer. Using the information, given below in the input, send 

an invitation to him to spend a few days at your farm house at a village in Haryana. 

 

   

Invited to farm – house at a village in Haryana – pollution free atmosphere – will have nice fun 

 

From: 

Green Acres 

Raj Pura Village 

Karnal 

20 August  

Dear Henry 

I am looking forward to your visit to India quite eagerly. I invite you to spend at least a week with me at my 

farm house. 

The place is a little island of greenery. It is pollution free. We shall certainly have great fun in the sylvan 

surroundings of this little farm – house at a village in Haryana. 

Yours sincerely 

Ram Pal Singh     

Q.12 You are Arun/Aruna. You have been invited to attend the wedding of your friend’s sister during summer 

vacation. Respond to the invitation accepting the invitation.  

 

15 Nilkanteshwar Road 

Bhubneswar- 7510003 

10
th 

March 

Dear An and 

 I am indeed thankful to you for inviting me to attend the wedding of your elder sister Saroj. It is an  

auspicious occasion both for me and your family. I shall come a day before the wedding day to lend a helping 

hand in making preparations for the marriage. 

Yours sincerely 

Arun     

 

Q.13 You are Abhinav/Aakriti. You have received a letter from your close friend, inviting you to attend the 

marriage of his sister. But unfortunately, you cannot attend it due to your previous commitments. Write him a 

letter regretting your inability to attend the marriage ceremony. 

 

TC 4/2453-1 

Vikramapuram Hill Road Pat tom 

 Trivandrum- 695004 

14
th

 August 

Dear Ravi 

I am indeed thankful to you for inviting me to attend the marriage of your elder sister Kalpna. Unfortunately,  

due to some unavoidable previous engagements, I shall not be able to attend it. Kindly accept a small  

wedding-gift that I am sending for Kalpna ‘Didi’ through a registered parcel on this auspicious occasion. 

 Yours sincerely 

  Abhinav    
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 Q.14 You are Manoj/Mini. You have invited to attend a birthday party of your close friend. Respond to this 

invitation. 

 

138 Nilakantheswar Road 

Bhubneswar – 7510003 

10
th

 December 

Dear Rakesh 

 I feel honoured for being invited to attend your birthday party on 15
th

 December. I am extremely sorry to 

inform you that some very urgent and unavoidable engagement will keep me tied down here on that day. 

Kindly accept a small gift that I am sending by a registered parcel and oblige. 

Wishing you a very happy birthday. 

Yours sincerely 

Manoj     

 

Q.15 You are Rahul/Neha. You have been invited by the Youth Club of your locality to act as one of the judges 

for an inter-school group song competition organized by the club. But unfortunately you cannot accept this 

invitation due to your previous engagement. Write to the Secretary of the club regretting your inability to accept 

the invitation. 

 

Albony Cottage 

Mall Road 

Nainital 

10
th

 December 

The Secretary 

Youth Club 

Nainital 

Sub: Inability to accept the invitation 

Sir  

I feel obliged that your prestigious club has honoured me to act as one of the judges for an inter – school  

group-song competition organized by you. But I am very sorry to inform you that due to a very urgent  

previous engagement, I can’t accept this invitation. 

Inconvenience is regretted. 

Yours faithfully 

Rahul  
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 POSTER DESIGNING (5 marks) 

 

Useful Points: 

1. It is colourful. 

2. Its message is not in sentences. 

3. The letters used in the poster must be bigger than other writings. 

4. There need not be many details in a poster. Only important issues should be highlighted through catchy 

phrases, slogans or tempting and inviting language. 

5. It has a striking caption and an attractive get up. 

6. The organizer’s name, the denomination of the tickets, if any, and the place where they are available are 

included to make the communication complete. 

7. Besides a title, the basic information – what it is, where it is to be held, its duration, inauguration, finale 

and other special features should be in the poster in an attractive manner. 

Q.1 Design a poster for your school library on the values of books and reading in our life today. You may 

use slogans. Do not exceed 50 words. 

 

                                READ BOOKS – GAIN KNOWLEDGE  
YOUR LIBRARY BECKONS YOU 

TO 

A STORE HOUSE OF INFORMATION 

AND 

A WORLD OF KNOWLEDGE 

MAKE INVALUABLE FRIENDS 

AND 

EXPLORE NEW AREAS OF INTEREST 

GIFT YOURSELF THE ART OF READING 

AND SEE YOURSELF GROWING INTO 

A MORE CONFIDENT PERSON 

- OPEN DURING SCHOOL HOURS, ON ALL WORKING DAYS 

 

Q.2 Design a poster for the Cleanliness Drive being held in your city in which your school is also participating. 

You may use slogans. Do not exceed 50 words. 

 

               

                     
                                                          KEEP YOUR CITY CLEAN 

                                                          HELP US MAKE IT GREEN 
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                                                                           DO 

                                                                         YOU 

                                                                        KNOW? 

                                                    GARBAGE LEADS TO DISEASES 

                                                    DISEASES CAN CAUSE DISASTER 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

� Recycle garbage 

� Dig composit pits 

� Create less pollution 

� Clean your school, office, colony, area 

� Plant tree 

� Educate and motivate others 

            Released by : Clean Green Campaign 

                                  Ministry of Environment  

           Supported by : All Schools, NGOs, Traffic Department 

 

Q.3 Design a poster for an Anti – Smoking Campaign being held in your school on the disadvantages of 

smoking and the harm it causes to health. You may use slogans. Do not exceed 50 words.   

SAY NO TO CIGARETTES 

THE FIRST TIME, EVERY TIME. 

Who Says 

Smoking is Hep? 

If it was why would 

every packet carry the warning 

“Cigarette smoking is injurious to health”? 

 

                                                                                                                                   Do you  

                                                                                                                                   want to see  

                                                                                                                                  your future go up in smoke?

Every  

Cigarette you smoke 

cuts your life short by 

5 minutes                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

Q.4 You are Roshan/Rashmi planning to open a Yoga club in your city. Design a poster highlighting the 

importance of Yoga and giving necessary information about the club in about 50 words. 

 

                                   YOGA IS A WAY TO HEALTHY LIFE 

� Yoga ensures physical fitness & mental health 

� Yoga cures incurable diseases  

� Yoga spreads cheerfulness. 

� Yoga upholds all cherished moral value. 

               YOGA IS FOR ONE AND ALL  

                                         Join 

          RAMDEV YOGA CLUB IN YOUR CITY 

� Timings: From 5 to 7 a.m. 
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• From 5 to 7 p.m. 

� Trained instructors 

� Natural environment 

� Free Medical advice on selected days 

� Diet charts provided  

� Nominal monthly fee 

� Monday closed 

                                                    Contact: 

           Roshan, 200-R, Model Town, Patiala. Ph: 0175- 2997531    

Q.5 You are Anil, a social activitist. Design a poster to observe ‘Wild – Life Protection Week’ in your city. 

(Word limit – 50words) 

                                          Wild Life Protection Front Jams her 

                                                                observes   

                                                   Week long action programme 

                                                                       to 

                                                    Save wild life to save environment 

                                                                          from 

                                                                July20 onwards 

                                                  Animals Are God’s creations 

                                                  Animals Are Our Helpers 

                                                           Animals too Throb 

                                                           Animals too feel 

                                                        Animals too have souls 

� Take care, of them 

� Protect them 

� Love them for they can’t speak 

� They maintain eco – balance. 

� They make world beautiful and charming 

Anil  

Secretary 

 

                                                      Report Writing (10 marks Q.4) 

   Useful points: 

1. A Report should contain the following elements: 

(a) The Writing Purpose 

(b) The time and Date of the occurrence 

(c) The venue of the event. 

(d) The fact, point, data on which it is based  

(e) The party, people or the organization involved in it. 

(f) Cause 

(g) Results 
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Q.1 Ramesh attended a seminar conducted by Swami Krishnananda. The Seminar was on the benefits of Yoga 

for heart ailments and the need to practice it for the good health. Write a report about it for the newspaper. 

 

 

                                           SEMINAR ON THE BENEFITS OF YOGA : A REPORT 

                                                                                                                              - By Ramesh 

April 10 

A seminar on ‘Yoga for Heart Ailments’ was organized at the local Lions Bhawan Swami Krishnananda was 

specially invited for the lecture – cum – demonstration by the organizers. About a hundred people from  

different walks of life came to participate in the seminar. The Swamiji delivered a short but informative  

speech on the efficiency of Yoga in curing various heart ailments. He laid stress on balanced vegetarian diet 

and proper rest and relaxation to avoid all heart problems. He recommended a few breathing and relaxing  

exercises and a daily morning walk. After the speech, he demonstrated an easy exercise called Alom – Vilom.

Then he demonstrated a few more breathing exercises. He asked the members of the audience to practise the 

exercises before him. Some of them were able to do them with ease. At the end of this programme, the 

Swamiji sang a hymn. Sh. A.N. Manuja, Governor of Lions Club, thanked Swamiji and others for this unique 

experience.                      

 

Q.2 You are Nandan/Nalini working with NGO (Non Governmental Organization). After visiting an orphanage 

you were moved by the pathetic conditions of the orphans there. You organized a campaign to mobilise funds 

and awaken the conscience of the society. Write a report on it to be published in a local daily. (Word Limit 100- 

125 words)     

 

                                         THE ORPHANS NEED OUR HELP 

                                                                                                          - A report by Nandan/Nalini 

PAHAL, an N.G.O, is active in providing all kinds of help to the deprived sections of society. Some of its  

active members visited the local orphanage to see its functioning. They were horrified to the pathetic  

conditions of the orphans there. The orphans have been kept in narrow, dingy rooms with leaky roofs. A few 

pieces of cots and chairs were old and rickety. Toilets were stinking. In the absence of adequate food  

supplies, the inmates of orphanage were literally starving. The authorities showed their helplessness in the 

matter. After the visit, a sustained campaign to mobilise funds was started. The local clubs were approached  

for regular, material help to the orphanage the response was quick and positive. A charity show was  

organized to raise funds. Within a month, the authorities of the orphanage had adequate supplies of food  

items. Renovation work hard already had completed. It is hoped the condition of the orphanage would  

improve in six months. Good Samaritans are requested to donate liberally to the orphanage. Serving the  

needy and the deprived is the best service of humanity.      

    

 

Q.3 Keeping in view the frequent occurrence of earthquakes in the country, your school arranged a talk on 

disaster management. Identifying the areas of your state most prone to earthquakes, the speaker explained 

precautionary measures to be taken by the public and government in case of emergency. As a student reporter, 

Ravi/Rani, send a report of the event, in 100-125 words, to a national daily.    
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                             EARTHQUAKE AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

                                                                                 - A Report by Ravi/Rani (A Student Reporter) 

New Delhi Feb.10 

Earthquakes strike hard and harsh. They cannot be fore-warned and so we cannot be fore-armed. India has  

been rocked by many earthquakes in many parts of its territory. People have suffered untold sufferings, losses

and hardships when the earthquakes strike suddenly and acutely. Keeping in view the frequent occurrence of  

earthquakes in the country, our school arranged this Monday a talk on disaster management. A renowned 

geologist Dr. Lamba of Delhi University spoke at length on the necessary steps to minimize the disaster and 

casualty in the wake of an earthquake. He listed certain steps to tackle this natural calamity befalling us 

unawares. 

Following were some of the measures and suggestions that he stressed upon: 

By the Government: 

� Building quake – proof houses and structures. 

� Demolishing unsafe and badly designed buildings. 

� Flushing out stagnant waters around the buildings. 

By the People: 

� People should avoid running out in panic. 

� They should seek shelter in safe corners, away from windows, book – cases etc. 

� Avoid using elevators. 

� Be on the look out of fires. Put off the cooking gas. 

� Constructing buildings with reinforced concrete and steel. Such a building would move as one during  

            a tremor and would not fall apart. 

� Disaster management organizations should be strengthened as to provide quick and timely help and 

relief to the quake survivors.   

 

Q.4 Your school celebrated a ‘green week’ in which a number of programmes including the plantation of trees, 

guest lectures on environment, ‘nukkad nataks’ (street plays) etc. Write a report in 100 – 125 words for a 

national daily, for creating awareness. You are Roshan/Rachna, Secretary, Youth Club of your school. 

 

                                                     GREEN AWARENESS WEEK 

                                                                     - A Report by Roshan/Rachna (Secretary, Youth Club) 

Delhi Jan. 12 

It is a strange that man and trees have been companions for ages, and yet man has not befriended them. In his 

desire to exploit more and more land for his use, he is removing trees and forests in discriminately. He has 

simply forgotten his dependence on trees and plants for food, shelter and clothing. Keeping in view the  

growing need for maintaining eco – balance, our school celebrated a green week from Jan.3 to Jan.9 by 

arranging a number of  programmes including plantation of trees, guest lectures on environment, nukkad 

natakas (street plays) etc. All the students were called upon to plant at least one sapling and urge others to do 

the same in their homes or near by surroundings. A famous activist of ‘Save Environment’ was the 

distinguished speaker who highlighted the importance of greenery for healthy leaving. He also cautioned the 

people against deforestation that is responsible for global warming, torrential rains washing away the  

nutrients in the land. Some ‘Nukkad Nataks’ were greatly impressive in bringing about the importance of 

greenery soothing to our senses. A message was sought to be conveyed that we stop cutting trees and  

increase the green cover. If we fail to heed the warning signals given by nature, we will only be inviting our 

doom.            
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Q.5 As you were driving back home from work you were witness to an accident between a Maruti car and a 

truck. The driver of the car was seriously injured. There was confusion and chaos prevailing on the road. 

Describe the scene in about 100 to125 words. You are Sameer/Samiksha. 

 

    

                              TRUCK HITS MARUTI : DRIVER INJURED 

                                                                                      - By Sameer/Samiksha 

Noida,        September 15 

A horrific head – on collision between a truck and a maruti car took place near Noida,15 km from Ghaziabad 

at 10.45 p.m. the driver of the truck lost control and hit the maruti car. It is reported that a white Maruti car  

was coming from opposite side at a high speed when a truck whose driver was drunk came from opposite 

direction and dashed into the car. Both the drivers violated the speed limit which led to the accident. The  

driver of the Maruti car received serious head injuries and was admitted to a nearby hospital. The accident  

led to lot of confusion on the road. Since it happened on the highway, there was a long traffic jam. The  

Noida Police came and helped in clearing the traffic. Within two hours the traffic was brought under control  

and vehicles started moving smoothly only after removal of the damaged vehicles. The police have registered 

a case of negligent and rash driving against both the drivers.   

                

 

Q.6 ‘Protect the Environment’ is a voluntary group that organises seminars on protecting environment. Being a 

group leader write for the newspaper in about 100 – 125 words detailing measures to protect the environment 

from being polluted. 

 

                                                   Environment Pollution 

                                                                                By – XYZ 

Prevention and protection of environment is one of the most burning problems of the day. Delhi is at third  

place as regards pollution problems. Our atmosphere is being polluted by various factors like smog, smoke, 

noise, dirt, dust, and chemical gases. We need a safer and healthy life to survive. Nature has provided a very 

balanced and correct system for our survival. For example, we inhale oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide. 

 This gas is absorbed by plants. Still we need care to preserve our environment. We should not spoil it by 

spreading unhygienic items, e.g., garbage and rubbish that produce foul smell. We can save our atmosphere 

through their proper disposal. It will help us in preventing the spread of dangerous diseases and pollution of  

the atmosphere.                                                                   

                                            LETTER WRITING (Q.5 10 MARKS) 

Distribution of marks: 

 Format – 2 marks 

 Content – 4 marks 

 Expression – 4 marks 

A formal letter contains the following points: 

(a) Sender’s address at the top left hand corner. 

(b) The date: always write the date below the sender’s address. 

(c) Name and address of the addressee: it is written on the left margin, two lines below the line of the date. 

(d) Salutation: Sir/ Madam for individuals.     

      Sirs or Messrs for firms or companies. 

(e) Subject: it should be brief  

(f) The Body and content of the letter: it should be to the point and confined to the specific issues. 
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(g) The complimentary close: Generally a formal letter closes with ‘Yours faithfully’. 

(h) Signature: a formal letter requires a full signature with the name and designation. 

  Types of letters: 

  (A) Business letters 

       1. Placing orders 

       2. Letters of enquiry  

       3. Business complaints 

  (B) Official Letters 

        1. Letters for complaints 

        2. Letters of enquiry 

  (C) Letters to the Editors 

  (D) Letters of Application 

        1. Applications for Jobs. 

Q.1 As Librarian, Model Secondary School, Neyveli, write a letter to M/s Sohanlal & Bros. Booksellers, Agra, 

placing an order for books (Mention at least 4 titles of the books to be supplied immediately. 

 

Model Secondary School   

Neyveli  

24 May, 2009 

M/s Sohanlal & Bros. 

Booksellers 

Agra  

Sirs  

Sub: Supply of books for the school library 

We want to place a bulk order to you for supply of books for the school library. We shall not settle for less than 

20% discount on the purchase of the books. Besides, we hope to get another 5% special discount that is usually 

granted to the institutional buyers. It goes without saying that you will have to bear the mail and other expenses 

involved in the dispatch and delivery of books. 

The list of books with their particulars is attached herewith. 

                                                              List of Books 

S.No. Name of the books Author’s or Publisher’s  

Name  

Copies required 

1. History of India L. Prasad 20 

2. Modern Trigonometry Bansi Lal 30 

3. Modern Algebra S.K.Sen 25 

4. The New Atlas of the 

 World 

Frank Bros. 30 

5. Wonder That was India Bhasham 15 

6.  India Wins Freedom M.A.Q. Azad 10 

The above books must reach us in proper shape and order not later than 15
th

 June 2009, if our terms and 

condition are acceptable to you. 

Yours faithfully  

Madan Mohan 

Librarian  
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Q.2 You are the Sports Secretary of St. George’s School, Ranchi. Write a letter to Modern Sports, Bangalore, a 

well – known firm dealing in sports goods, requesting them to send their rates of the various items; discounts 

offered and their catalogue of sports items. 

   

Sports Secretary 

St. George’s School 

Ranchi  

20 March, 2009 

M/s Modern Sports  

12 Brigade Road 

Bangalore   

Sirs  

Sub: Inviting rates and related information. 

Sports Club, St. George’s School, Ranchi wants to place a bulk order for the purchase of sports goods. For this 

purpose we are inviting quotations from the leading firms dealing in sports goods. As you are a leader in sports 

goods, we request you to send the rates of different with names of their brands. Please mention the maximum 

discount you can offer on each item. Kindly send your quotations in a sealed envelop along with the catalogue 

of sports goods. After making the comparative study of the tenders received from leading firms, the tender 

quoting the lowest rates will be accepted. 

The items; their brands and the required numbers of each item is given below: 

S.No. Particulars Brand   Number 

1. Cricket Bats RNS 20 

2. Cricket Balls Radiant  24 

3. Hockey Sticks Golden 36 

4.  Hockey Balls Golden 36 

5. Goal – keeper’s Kit Star  02 

6. Footballs  Star  06 

7.  Volley Balls Star  06 

8. Basket Balls Star  02 

9. Basket Ball Nets Star  02 

10. Table Tennis Racquets Star  12 

11. Table Tennis Balls Star  24 

Kindly send us all the relevant information along with your quotations and the catalogue in a sealed envelope. 

Sealed quotations received after 15
th

 April, 2009 will not be entertained. 

Yours faithfully 

 Santhosh Williams  

Sports Secretary 

 

Q.3 You are Radha / Anil of 162, Kakatya Nagar Hyderabad. Last week you bought an automatic ‘VIP’ 

Washing Machine from Modern Gadgets, Nampalli, Hyderabad. Now you find that the machine is not cleaning 

clothes properly and making an unbearable noise. Write a letter to the dealer complaining about the same and 

requesting him to change the washing machine at the earliest. (Word Limit: 200 words) 

 

162 Kakatya Nagar 

Hyderabad  

30
th

 March, 2009 
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M/s Modern Gadgets 

Nampalli  

Hyderabad  

Sirs  

Sub: Replacement of the Defective Washing Machine 

I bought an automatic ‘VIP’ Washing Machine from your showroom at Nampalli last week. I regret to inform 

you the machine has already given me a lot of trouble and inconvenience. It is not cleaning clothes properly. 

Moreover, it makes an unbearable noise while it works. VIP Washing Machines enjoy a great reputation in the 

market. 

Actually, they have acquired a monopoly in this field. I bought a ‘VIP’ with the hope that it would give me a 

trouble – free service for years. However, I express my resentment at the unsatisfactory working of the washing 

machine. 

Only after two reminders, you sent your service – engineer to put the machine in proper order. But that didn’t 

help. The machine has become a permanent source of headache for the family. It needs immediate replacement. 

Every ‘VIP’ guarantees a trouble – free service for two years. Therefore, I request you to replace defective 

machine at the earliest. I hope you will not compel me to go to the Consumers’ Court for redress. 

Yours faithfully 

Anil   

     

Q.4 You are Mohit/Meera, Sales Manager, Gulmohar Pvt. Ltd 10/B, Gandhi Road, Luck now. You received a  

letter from the Principal, Sun Public School, New Delhi about the undue delay in the delivery of books 

from your company. Write a suitable reply to the Principal explaining the reasons for the delay and the 

measures that you intend to take. 

 

GULMOHAR PVT. LTD. 

10/B, GANDHI ROAD, LUCKNOW 

 Oct.10 200… 

The Principal 

Sun Public School 

New Delhi 

Subject: Delay in the delivery of books. 

Sir  

Kindly refer to your letter no. 101/ NB dated 2
nd

 October, 200…., we are extremely sorry for the undue delay in 

the delivery of books ordered by you for the school library. The delay was, infact, caused by extraordinary 

circumstances. As you are well aware, there have been incessant rains in and around Luck now for the past 

many days. Our go-down is still under knee deep water. There is an acute storage of man power. 

We are hopeful that you will receive the delivery of books in about a fortnight. Once again we express our  

 

regret. Hope you will bear with us. 

Thank you very much  

Yours faithfully 

Mohit/Meera 

(Sales Manager) 
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Q.5 You are Secretary, Ashok Nagar Welfare Society, Kanpur. Write a letter to the Chairman, Kanpur 

Electricity Supply Undertaking, complaining about frequent power failure in your area. Sign yourself as XYZ. 

 

Ashok Nagar Welfare Society, Kanpur 

15
th

 June 

The Chairman  

Kanpur Electricity Supply Undertaking 

Kanpur  

Sub: Complaint about frequent power failure 

Sir  

I, on behalf of the residents of this area, want to draw your kind attention towards the frequent power failure. In 

these scorching days of the season, when it is too sultry, it is quite impossible to stay indoors without electric 

fans working. The mosquitoes have made all the residents unhealthy. After the sunset, the students are forced to 

while away their time. In the pitch dark nights, road accidents become common. Besides this many thefts take 

place and miscreants reap a rich booty. This frequent power failure goes daily till 12.00 at night. It has put 

everybody in a dilemma. The ladies are unable to do their work. 

In our neighboring area, there is a no load – shedding, whereas our colony looms in the dark. It is always as 

bright as a shinning day. It looks that it is all due to negligence and slackness of the officials of the electricity 

department who never bother about our hardships. 

Please look into the matter personally to avoid any disturbance and take necessary steps to ensure regular 

supply of electricity in our area. 

 

I hope you will realise the problem and provide relief to all of us.   

 

Yours faithfully 

  XYZ 

Secretary                                                              
 

Q.6 Write a letter to the Superintendent of police (Traffic) on the overcrowding of school buses and the safety 

of school children. Give your suggestions to avoid accidents of the vehicles used for ferrying school children. 

You are Mohit/Meera, 10/B, Good Shepherd Road, Luck now. 

 

10/B, Good Shephard 

 September 6 

The Superintendent of Police (Traffic) 

District Luck now 

Luck now. 

Subject: Overcrowding of school buses  

Sir  

I want to draw your attention to the problem of overcrowding of school buses. During the past fortnight three 

fatal accidents involving school buses have already occurred. The drivers of these buses follow no rules and 

regulations. Some of them do not possess valid driving licenses. To make matters worse, they drive very fast 

and carelessly. As most school buses have no conductors, they fail to judge when to start and stop the bus. It 

often results in accidents. Parents of school going children remain worried about their safety. 
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Kindly instruct the traffic police to ensure that school buses are not overcrowded. The school authorities or 

those who own these buses must appoint conductors for the smooth running of these buses. The rash and 

negligent drivers should be challaned and fined. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Mohit /Meera 

 

Q.7 Yours sister has just passed the All India Secondary School Examination of CBSE. She is keen on joining 

some institute which may help her in her personality development. She consults her language teacher on the 

subject who advises her to join ‘The Centre for Creativity and Development’ for this purpose. Write a letter to 

the Director of the Center, seeking necessary information about her admission to their 8-week summer course in 

leadership. You are Naveen Chaudhri living at 416 The Mall, New Delhi 

 

416 The Mall 

New Delhi 

20 December 

 

The Director 

The Center for Creativity and Development 

Teen Murti 

New Delhi 

Subject: Your 8-week Summer Course in Leadership 

Sir  

I have gone through your advertisement on the above course in ‘The Hindustan Times’ of 18 December. My 

sister has just passed the All India Secondary School Examination of CBSE. She is keen on joining some 

institute which may help her in her personality development. She consulted her language teacher on the subject 

who advised her to join your center for this purpose. 

 

Please let me have the following information about this course. 

1. The charges of the course. 

2. Whether to be paid lump sum or in installments. 

3. What timings. 

4. Whether a diploma or a certificate is issued. 

5. Whether it would be possible to join it in time. 

6. Whether the course is residential. 

A self-addressed and duly stamped envelope is enclosed for the purpose. 

Thanking you 

 

Yours faithfully 

Naveen Chaudhri 

 

Q.8 You are Nitin/Natasha, a student of class XII at K.P.N. Public School, Faridabad. The student is required to 

cope with lot of pressure in today’s competitive environment. Write a letter to the editor of a national daily 

highlighting the increasing stress faced by students and suggest ways to combat the same. 

Nehru Hostel 

K.P.N 
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Faridabad  

15
th

 September 2008 

The Editor 

The Times of India 

B.S.Z. Marg 

New Delhi – 110002 

Sub: Pressure on students in competitive environment 

Sir  

Through the esteemed columns of your newspaper I would like to express my views on the issue of increasing 

stress which the students are facing in today’s competitive environment.  

The world is full of fierce competition. The competition begins from the cradle and ends in the grave. A child is 

made to sit and learn instead of having fun. To cope up with the subjects ranging from Science to Maths, a child 

is given tuitions, extra classes, practice etc. It is right that success doesn’t come easy, one has to slog for it. A 

child puts all his blood and sweat in it but there is no guarantee that he will succeed. The result is that children 

are unduly stressed and burdened. Increasingly anger and violence can be seen among Children. His life is full 

of drudgery and leisure and joy have no place in his life. 

The question is where would this lead the student community to. It is high time that we all must try to bring a 

ray of joy back in the life of a child. Students should indulge in games, sports and yoga etc. to combat stress.  

Educationists and policy makers must bring out a pro – child policy. I think with these measures we may reduce 

a little stress and bring joy in the life of students. I hope the authorities will give due importance to the 

suggestions and act accordingly 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

Nitin/Natasha 

 

 

 

 

Q.9 You are Suresh/Smita. You come across the following advertisement in a national daily. You consider 

yourself suitable and eligible for the post. Write an application in response to the advertisement. 

 

Applications are invited for the post of a Nursery teacher in a reputed school of Delhi. The candidate must  

have at least 5 years experience of teaching tiny – tots. The applicant must have a pleasant personality.  

He/She should be creative and innovative. Attractive salary. Interested candidates should apply to the  

Principal, AKS International, Indirapuram, New Delhi, within 10 days with detailed resume.    

99/22 

Impact Enclave 

Preet Vihar 

Delhi – 110092 

16
th

 September 2008 

The Principal  

AKS International School 

Indirapuram 

New Delhi  
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Sir/Madam 

 

Subject: Application for the post of Nursery Teacher 

 

With reference to your advertisement dated 15
th

 September 2008 in the ‘Hindustan Times’ for the post of a 

nursery teacher, I would like to apply for the same. I feel I possess the necessary qualifications and experience 

for the post. 

The enclosed resume lists my qualifications and details of my experience. I can produce testimonials whenever 

you require them. I shall be pleased to present myself for interview wherever you deem it necessary. 

Yours faithfully 

Smita Thakur 

Encl: Resume 

                                                                   Resume 

Name                                                         :  Smita Thakur 

Father’s Name                                           :  Raman Thakur 

Date of Birth                                              : 23
rd

 September 1980 

Mailing address                                         : 99/22, Impact Enclave 

                                                                     Preet Vihar 

                                                                     Delhi – 92 

Telephone                                                  : 27231223 (R) 

Educational Qualifications                        : (a) Passed X in 1995 with 73% 

                                                                     (b) Passed XII in 1997 with 79% 

                                                                     (c) B.A (Pass), Delhi University in 2000 (First Div.) 

                                                                     (d) NTT, DIET, Delhi in 2002 

Experience                                                 :  Working as a nursery teacher in Mothers Pride 

                                                                       School since 2002 

Hobbies                                                     : Teaching and singing 

Languages Known                                    : English, Hindi, Italian 

References                                                 : 1. Mrs. Nita Arora, Principal 

                                                                         Indiraprasth International School, New Delhi 

                                                                     2. Mr. Neeraj Gupta, Director 

                                                                         Rachna Sagar Pvt. Ltd.  

                                                                         Daryaganj, New Delhi 

                                               

 

 

 

 

Article Writing (Q.6 10 marks) 

 

Distribution of marks: 

Format: (Title and writer’s name)        1 mark 

Content                                                  4 marks  

Expression                                             5 marks 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spelling [2 ½ ] 

 Coherence and relevance of ideas and style                  [2 ½ ] 
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Q.1 Write an article in 150-200 words on ‘The Role of Youth in National Development’ to be published in your 

school magazine. You are Varsha/Vishesh.  

 

The Role of Youth in National Development 

 

Youth are the asset of a nation. The future of a nation depends on its youth. They play a very constructive role 

in the progress, upliftment and development of a nation. It has become quite important today since the modern 

era is fast paced, complex and complicated. With the advent of information technology, the field of information 

is totally revolutionized. Modern educated youth can help in national development by working on the 

shortcomings in various sectors. They can help the villagers break their shackles of ignorance, illiteracy and 

superstition by acquainting them with true facts. New scientific techniques can help in raising the yield of crops. 

The problem of employment and underemployment can be overcome by establishing small scale industries. 

They can guide the rural youth about the cheap raw material and profitable disposal of finished products. They 

can play a vital role in making India great democratic, progressive and prosperous country steeped in old 

cultural values but equipped with modern scientific outlook. They can curb the vices of selfishness and greed 

and can imbibe the spirit of self-sacrifice, sympathy and mutual confidence and thus can transform the moral 

fabric of the society. 

Varsha/Vishesh 

 

Q.2 You have been awarded a prize for doing the best social service under ‘Each One Teach One’ project. 

Write an article for a monthly magazine in not more than 150-200 words. 

 

Each One Teach One 

 

Even after celebrating the 60
th

 year of Independence, we cannot say that we have got freedom from the shackles 

of ignorance and illiteracy. Illiteracy is a blot on the fair name of democracy in India. Most of the people living 

in the villages and slums are yet to decipher what the leaders are talking about. The reason is obvious – they are 

illiterate. They can’t read or write. Poverty, ignorance and lack of opportunities have denied them the fruit of 

knowledge and literacy. All are aware that education makes a man enlightened and perfect and helps him to 

prosper physically, economically and spiritually. It broadens our outlook by interaction with masterminds and 

geniuses of age. Illiteracy is a real handicap in the progress of a democratic society. Illiteracy is the main cause 

of exploitation at the hands of those who are better off. 

Students can play an effective role in removing the curse of illiteracy. They can organise classes in group by 

following the motto: ‘Each One Teach One’. By sparing an hour a day, they can take lamp of knowledge and 

illiteracy to the darkest nook and corner of the country. Their efforts, supported by the government and non – 

government organizations, will definitely achieve the aspired goal. 

XYZ 
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Q.3 Rahul is very much pained to see the modern youths full of unrest, fret and trouble. He writes an article on 

‘Youth Unrest’ for his school magazine ‘Blossoms’. Write his article in about 150-200 words. 

 

                                                             Youth Unrest 

Modern youth is full of unrest, trouble, fret and turmoil. All the educational institutions have become the arena 

of fight, demonstration and strike. It is reality the dissatisfaction of the modern youth which forces them to 

resort to these filthy things. This problem is not limited to India only but is found all over the world. Youth 

unrest is a sign of political and social shortcomings. It is thought that politicians spoil their thinking and the 

students ignore their studies and create disorder and chaos in the society. Modern culture has changed their 

outlook and they are unfamiliar with moral and ethical values of the society. Side by side our education also 

lacks imparting spiritual values of life for their proper development. The prevailing system is based on the 

Britishers education policy and so it only produces white-collar clerks. The modern youth never finds an 

opportunity to know his ancient cultural heritage and values of life. Consequently, there is a great gulf and wide 

gap between the theoretical and practical aspects of social life. 

Even the new system of education is confused and it leads to distribution of degrees and diplomas. It does not 

create avenues for their suitable jobs. Politicization also creates unrest among the youth. Some professional 

politicians use students to achieve their political ends. 

 

Rahul  

 

Q.4 Water is very precious. Some scientists even go to the extent of saying that the third world war may be 

fought on the issue of water. Keeping in view the need for saving each drop of water, write an article in 150-200 

words. You are Natasha/Rohan, a resident of Luck now. 

 

SAVE WATER – SAVE LIFE 

 

God’s most precious and invaluable gift to man is water --- the real elixir of life. Life can’t be imagined to exist 

with water. Why other planets don’t have life is because there is no water. But it is sad to note that man has 

mindlessly wasted this rare natural resource. He seems to be ignorant of the fact that reckless or injudicious use 

of it will create huge problems for man’s existence. We have already overtaxed natural resources. Petrol is one 

such example. Many conflicts, tensions and clashes have been witnessed on the issue of gaining monopoly over 

petrol. Now some scientists have presented a very dismal picture of the world when rationing over water will 

have to be done. Then will start to acquire it more and more. The developed nations will exploit the developing 

and the undeveloped nations. Scientists even go to the extent of saying that the third world war may be fought 

on the issue of water. Time has come when people should learn the value of each drop of water which may be 

equal to the each breathe we take. Its extravagant use must end immediately. Every effort should be taken to 

save water. Whereas we can have some alternative source of energy, there is no alternative source of water. So 

use each drop judiciously and keep the world green and worth living with water. 

Natasha/Rohan. 

 

Q.5 Television is termed as an idiot box in many countries. Keeping in view this opinion, write an article in 

150-200 words, showing the influence of T.V. on young minds. You are Susan/John, a resident of Mumbai. 
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Influence of T.V. on Young Minds 

 

Television is rightly termed as an idiot box in many countries. At the same time it is a powerful means of giving 

information and imparting education to the viewers. We get entertainment by watching films, serials, sports and 

games on the television by sitting in our rooms. We watch live coverage of the latest news, happenings, 

seminars and political and social activities. Television is also used in imparting family planning education and 

in eradicating social evils. T.V. serials have helped in spreading awareness about drug addiction, aids and 

alcoholism. Television has also been employed for communal harmony. It is in this sense that television 

provides information and education. No doubt, television is a wonderful invention, but it is becoming a 

nuisance. Students neglect their studies and remain glued to the television for hours together. They watch most 

of the programmes being telecast on the television.                          

 

 

 

 

SECTION – C (TEXTBOOKS) Flamingo (Q.7 (a) 4 marks) 

 

 

Q.1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:                     (4) 

  (A) …I looked at her, wan, 

         pale 

        as a late winter’s moon and felt that old 

        familiar ache, my childhoods fear, 

        (i) What comparison has the poet made and why?                    (2) 

        (ii) What kind of childhood fear is the poet talking about in above lines?             (2)   

 

Answers  

(i) The poet in the above lines compares her mother to a pale winter moon using a simile. She does so because 

her mother is getting old and her face has wrinkles and looks dull and pale. During winters the moon does not 

have a bright look. That is the reason for the poet making this comparison. 

(ii) The poet in her childhood was always afraid of losing her mother. This fear constantly bothered her. Now 

when her mother is old, weak and in the evening of her life, the poet fears that she may not get to see her 

mother. 

                                                             

Q.2 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                         (4) 

       Driving from my parent’s  

       home to Cochin Last Friday 

       morning, I saw my mother, 

       beside me, doze, open mouthed, her face 

       ashen like that  

       of a corpse and realised with 

       pain: 

       (a) Where had poet gone and why?                                                                         (1) 

       (b) How did the poet’s mother look?                                                                       (1) 

       (c) Point out the simile in the above lines.                                                               (1) 

       (d) What did the poet realise?                                                                                   (1)    
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Answers  

(a) The poet had gone to her parental home to meet her old mother and was returning to Cochin to take a flight 

to her destination. 

(b) The poet’s mother looked weak, her face had a pale appearance and age showed on her. 

(c) ‘Like that of a corpse’ is a simile. 

(d) The poet realised that her mother had grown old and she may not live for long. 

 

 Q.3 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                 (4) 

 

      Far far from gusty waves these children’s faces. 

      Like rootless weeds, the hair turned round their pallor: 

      The tall girl with her weighed down head. The paper seeming boy, with rat’s eyes. 

   (i) Whose faces are compared to ‘rootless weeds’? Why?                                          (2) 

   (ii) Why does the girl have a weighed down head?                                                     (2) 

Answers  

(i) The faces of the slum children are compared to rootless weeds. The weeds are unwanted plants whose roots 

are never allowed to hold on to the soil firmly. They are always removed and discarded. In the same way these 

children are not wanted by anyone and are thrown out as though discarding a weed. 

(ii) The girl is weighed down with the burden of poverty, lack of food, clothing and other necessities. She also 

carries the burden of her family which has put lot of responsibilities on her young shoulders. 

Q.4 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                   (4) 

       And yet, for these 

      Children, these windows, not this map, their world, 

      Where all their future’s painted with a fog, 

       A narrow street sealed in with a lead sky 

       Far far from rivers, capes and stars of words. 

       (a) What does the map on the wall signify?                          (1) 

       (b) Who are these children? What is their world like?          (2) 

       (c) What kind of future does the poet foresee for them?       (1) 

 

Answers  

(a) The map on the wall proclaims the limitless world but the world of these children is far removed from the 

rivers, the valleys and the mountains that the map shows. 

(b) They are the children of the slums. Their world consists of cheerless and narrow streets hemmed in by a 

bleak and gray sky. Engulfed in poverty, deprived and impoverished, these children have no hope of receiving a 

meaningful education and thus escaping their world. 

(c) The poet wants an improvement in the quality of the lives of the slum children. He hopes that they can be 

educated and thus escape and poverty and the squalor of their lives. To him education is the instrument of this 

change and their only hope of release from the deprivation that has become their legacy. 

         

Q.5 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                   (4) 

       On sour cream walls, donations. Shakespeare’s head, 

       Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all cities. 

       Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley. Open-handed map 
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       Awarding the world its world. And yet, for these 

       Children, these windows, not this map their world 

(a) What does the poet mean by: ‘sour cream walls, donations’.                                 (1) 

(b) Why has the poet used the expression ‘Shakespeare’s head in the above lines?    (2) 

(c) Explain: ‘Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley’.                                                           (1) 

 

Answers  

(a) ‘Sour cream walls’ refers to the pale co lour of the school walls. The school did not have enough funds to 

get it pained so they took donations for getting the painting done. That adds to the paleness. 

(b) Shakespeare’s head has been used in an ironic sense in these lines. These school children were being given 

minimum amount of education. For them Shakespeare would make no sense, it is irrelevant in their context. 

There was also, probably a picture of Shakespeare hanging on the classroom wall.  

(c) The children of slum live with the garbage and squalor all around. They are deprived of the nature’s beauty. 

They longingly look beyond the slum. 

 

Q.6 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                   (4) 

       It would be an exotic moment 

       without rush, without engines, 

       we would all be together  

       in a sudden strangeness 

(a) Explain: exotic moment.                                                                               (1) 

(b) What does the poet mean when he says: without rush, without engines?    (1) 

(c) How can humanity be brought?                                                                    (1) 

(d) Explain: sudden strangeness.                                                                        (1) 

 

Answers  

(a) This refers to the moment when there will be peace all around the world. The poet hopes for a society where 

there is love, brotherhood and peace. 

(b) These words symbolize the fast-paced modern world which is man’s creation. It is a world of machines, 

advancement and progress. We all are running a rat race to outdo each other. Peace can never dawn on such a 

world. Pablo Neruda wants us to introspect without these. 

(c) When we are in peaceful state and ready for introspection, that is the moment when humanity can be brought 

together. When all boundaries and walls created by man disappear humanity will automatically come closer. 

(d) Sudden strangeness refers to that feeling which humans will experience as a result of coming closer. Since 

they have never even thought of such a peaceful world it will appear strange to them. 

    

Q.7 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                   (4) 

       Those who prepare green wars, 

       Wars with gas, wars with fire, 

        victory with no survivors, 

        would put on clean clothes 

        and walk about with their 

        brothers in the shade, doing nothing. 

(a) Who are ‘those’ in the above lines?                                   (1) 

(b) What does the poet mean by green wars, wars with gas, wars with fire?                 (1) 

(c) What is the significance of the phrase ‘putting on clean clothes’.                            (1) 
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(d) Explain: ‘victory with no survivors’.                                                                        (1) 

 

Answers  

(a) ‘Those’ refers to the politicians and the people holding power. It also refers to scientists who have created 

the bombs. 

(b) The poet here is talking about various types of weapons that man has created in order to destroy humanity. 

      This includes chemical and nuclear weapons, man’s activities will mankind to a dead end. 

(c) When man puts on clean clothes he does not involve himself in any negative activity. Wearing clean clothes 

will also help him introspect and reflect. 

(d) The wars that man is waging will lead to complete annihilation of this planet. Ironically it will be a victory 

of man’s scientific powers but there would be no survivors to celebrate this victory. 

   

Q.8 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                   (4) 

       Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing 

       A flowery band to bind us to the earth, 

       Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth 

       Of noble natures, of the gloomy days,  

       Of all the unhealthy and o’er-darkened ways 

       Made for our searching: 

(a) What is that we all try doing every morning?                                       (1) 

(b) What does the poet mean by: ‘wreathing a flowery band to bind us to the earth’?                (1) 

(c) Why does the poet say: inhuman dearth of noble natures?                                                     (1) 

(d) Why do our days become gloomy?                                                                                         (1) 

 

Answers  

(a) The beauty in nature in the form of flowers binds us to mother earth. Each morning we weave a wreath of 

flowers which makes us happy and help us live our life. 

(b) The poet, Keats, was a great admirer of beauty. In this line he talks about stringing flowers which makes us 

feel close to mother earth. Flowers are also symbolic of memories which keep the passion to live alive within 

us. 

(c) Man, though a superior species, is full of negative qualities like jealousy, selfishness etc. It is very difficult 

to find generous and selfless people on this earth. So the poet says there is a dearth of goodness on earth. 

(d) As we run this rave called life, there are moments of happiness as well as sadness. We feel sad and gloomy 

when people around us cheat us, obstruct our path to success and pose hindrances. 

 

Q.9 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                   (4) 

       and clear rills 

       That for themselves a cooling covert make 

     ‘Gainst the hot season; the mid forest brake, 

      Rich with a sprinkling of fair musk-rose blooms; 

      And such too is the grandeur of the dooms. 

(a) What does ‘clear rills’ refer to in the above lines?                            (1) 

(b) How do they benefit mankind?                                                          (1) 

(c) Explain: the mid forest brake.                                                            (1) 

(d) What contrasting aspects of life has the poet referred to in these lines?            (1)  

Answers  
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(a) ‘Clear rills’ refers to the streams of water, like the rivers. 

(b) Streams are the lifeline for mankind. We cannot imagine life without water. They also provide a beautiful 

sight to our eyes. 

(c) Nature is beautiful and the poet enjoys its beauty in the forests and woods. For him it is like taking a break. 

(d) Life is a combination of birth and death, growth and decay. The poet in the last lines talks about this 

contrast. 

 

Q.10 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                   (4) 

         The hurt to the scenery wouldn’t be my complaint 

         So much as the trusting sorrow of what is unsaid: 

         Here far from the city we make our roadside stand 

         And ask for some city money to feel in hand 

         To try if it will not make our being expand, 

        And give us the life of the moving-pictures’ promise 

        That the party in power is said to be keeping from us. 

          (i) What do the owners of the shack wish for?                                     (1) 

          (ii) How it will help them?                                                                    (1) 

          (iii) What is the party in power keeping from these rural poor?           (1) 

          (iv) What do you think the life of the ‘movie pictures’ implies?          (1) 

 

       Answers  

     (i) The owners of the shack wished for some money from the city dwellers. This would help them live a 

better life. 

    (ii) The people in the countryside led a hand to mouth existence. They wanted the city dwellers to buy things 

from them so that they could lead a better life. 

    (iii) The party in power tries to pretend as good-doers, benefactors. In reality they only wish to get power and 

position for self. They talk of removing the poverty but are not bothered in anyway. 

    (iv) This expression ‘movie pictures’ refers to the ostentatious and luxurious lifestyle which is portrayed in 

movies which is nothing more than a dream world. 

Q.11 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                   (4) 

 

         Or beauty rest in a beautiful mountain scene, 

         You have the money, but if you want to be mean, 

         Why keep your money (this crossly) and go along. 

          The hurt to the scenery wouldn’t be my complaint 

          So much as the trusting sorrow of what is unsaid: 

      (a) Explain: ‘Or beauty rest in a beautiful mountain scene’.                                  (1) 

      (b) Who does ‘you’ refers to in the above lines? How have they become rich?    (1) 

      (c) What kind of people do you think are the city dwellers.                                  (1)  

      (d) Explain ‘trusting sorrow’.                                                                                 (1) 

    Answers 

 

(a) The city dwellers are unhappy that the village folk have spoilt the beauty of the mountains by putting up 

their roadside stand. 
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(b) ‘You’ refers to the city dwellers. They live in the city, as a result have the benefit of Industrialization. There 

has been constant flow of money. 

(c) The city dwellers are self-cent red and selfish people. They don’t believe in sharing their riches with their 

poor village brethren. 

(d) The country folk trust and believe that their city brethren would come to their rescue and elevate them from 

their impoverished life. But this does not happen. Their trust gets broken. 

 

Q.12 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                   (4) 

 

         Find the even ivory needle hard to pull. 

         The massive weight of uncle’s wedding band  

         Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand. 

       (a) Why were Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering?                          (1) 

       (b) What is suggested by the image the massive weight of uncle’s wedding band?          (1)   

       (c)  Why did Aunt Jennifer create animals which were so different from her own character?   (2) 

 

  Answers  

        (a) Aunt Jennifer is weighed down by the demands of her married life and this impacts every little action 

of hers. Her fluttering fingers are an indication of her nervous state. 

        (b) The ordeals that Aunt Jennifer is surrounded by are the difficulties of meeting the standards set by her 

husband and it is obviously a great effort for her. The ‘massive weight of uncle’s wedding ring,’ refers to the 

confines, constraints and the demand of her married state. 

        (c) Aunt Jennifer created animals that were so different from her own character in her desire to express a 

freedom that she did not have in her life. The confidence and intrepidity that the tigers displayed was in sharp 

contrast to the nervousness that had become an inalienable part of her own life. 

 

Q.13 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:                   (4) 

 

         They do not fear the men beneath the tree; 

         They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 

         (a) Are Aunt Jennifer’s tigers real? Give reason for your answer.                 (2) 

         (b) Why do the tigers not fear the man beneath the tree?                               (1) 

         (c) What do you understand by ‘chivalric certainty’?                                    (1) 

 

 

 Answers  

 (a) Aunt Jennifer’s tigers are not real but have been embroidered on panels. She finds it difficult to pull her 

needle through the fabric as she embroiders them. 

(b) The tigers do not fear the man beneath the tree, as they are fearless, brave and confident. 

(c) ‘Chivalric certainty’ is a reference to the attitude displayed by the tigers embroidered on the panels by Aunt 

Jennifer. Not only are they fearless, but also seem to be confident of being protectors of the man beneath the 

tree. 

  

Question 7B Based on poetry section      (2x3 = 6) 

(2marks each word limitations 30-40) 

(Distribution of marks) 
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Expression: 1mark, Content: 1mark 

 

 

(1) Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each: 

My Mother At Sixty-six 

 

    (a) Kamala Das did not reveal her thoughts to her mother at the airport. Why?    (2) 

Ans:  Kamala Das was worried for her mother. She had a lurking fear of losing her. She did not reveal her fear 

of worsening her condition her mother’s condition. So she just smiled and bid her good bye. 

 

(b) How has Kamala Das brought out the contrast between her mother sitting inside the car and the scene 

outside?                      (2) 

Ans:  Her mother has been portrayed as an old woman, looking pale and worn out. In contrast to this when 

Kamala Das looked out of the window, she saw young children playing and running. The sprinting trees and 

happy children are symbols of youth. 

 

(c) What kind of childhood fears does Kamala Das talk about in the poem?            (2)                          

Ans: From her childhood the poetess had the lurking fear of losing her mother. Now, when she saw her pale, 

wrinkled and tired face, the thought of being separated from her mother disturbed her. 

 

 

An Elementary School Classroom In A Slum 

 

 (a) What kind of inheritance do the slum children receive?                          (2) 

Ans: The children of the slum have received as legacy poverty, deformed bodies and various diseases. These 

children have stunted growth. Their poor parents have passed on all these to them.   

 

 (b) List out the expressions used by the poet Stephen Spender to describe the ‘boy’.    (2) 

Ans: The poet is distributed about the dirt and squalor in which the slum children live. He uses expressions like 

‘paper-seeming’, rat’s eyes’ which indicate the malnourished condition of the boy. His eyes are constantly 

searching for food like the rat’s eyes. 

 

 (c) What does the poet Stephen Spender wish for the children of the slum?          (2) 

 Ans: The poet wishes a good life for these slum children. They live the life of deprivation. The poet wants 

them to experience the joys and beauty of life which is what they deserve. 

 

KEEPING QUIET 

 (a) What do you think is the poem keeping quiet about?                  (2) 

Ans: Keeping quiet is about the importance of stopping to take stock of our activities. We must pause and 

reflect cool-headly where we are heading to. We must see what we want to achieve and if we are on the right 

path. 

 

(b) Name some of the rash activities of man hinted at in the poem that are causing harm to our planet.     (2) 

Ans: The poet has hinted at some of the rash activities of man. Whalers are killing whales in the cold seas; there 

are preparations for war through poisonous gases and fire arms. If they are fought, no one will survive. 
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(c) How can suspension of activities help?               (2) 

Ans: It is like a Yogic exercise. If we suspend the activities of mind and body, and think, we can gain spiritual 

strength. Introspection will help us to pursue the right goals with right means. 

 

A THING OF BEAUTY 

 

(a) Why do human beings love life in spite of suffering and pain?           (2) 

Ans: Human beings love life because life is beautiful. There are so many beautiful things in the nature which 

surrounds us. These things give us happiness and solace. In spite of sufferings and pain life is still worth living. 

(b)In the poem ‘A Thing of beauty’ why does Keats say that there is a dearth of noble natures?     2 

 Ans: by nature man is selfish and self centred. There are few people who rise above such petty qualities and 

turn out magnanimous and generous individuals. That is the reason for Keats to make such a comment. 

 

(c) What message does the poem’ A Thing of Beauty’ has for us?         (2)    

 Ans: Beautiful things of art, literature, and objects of nature are an endless source of joy for us. When we think 

of them, we forget all our sorrows. They are a source of peace, joy, health and happiness. They make the earth 

worth living for us.   

                                                   

A Roadside Stand 

(a) In the poem ‘A Roadside Stand’ why does the poet use the expression’ trusting sorrow?    (2)  

  Ans:  The simple country folks trusted their rich city brothers. They believed that the city dwellers would 

come to their rescue and help them come out of their poverty. But this did not happen. Though the city people 

did not say anything, their silence spoke a lot. 

 

(b) What has led to the prosperity of cities in contrast to the poverty in the villages?    (2)   

 Ans: The city folks have received the benefits of industrialization and scientific advancement. This has led to 

economic progress. As a result there is a flow of wealth. her are consequently affluent in comparison to rural 

folks. 

 

(c) How do the passers-by react to the roadside stand?                            (2) 

 Ans: The passers-by don’t stop to buy the products that are sold at the roadside stand. They are not interested 

in these products. They rush past in their polished cars. This is not correct as the city folks have some duty 

towards their village counterparts. 

 

Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers 

(a)  Bring out the significance of the word ringed in the poem ‘Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers’?    (2) 

Ans: The word ringed has been used to convey a lot of meanings. Firstly ringed signifies the bond of marriage 

between a man and a woman. Secondly, it refers to being surrounded by or bound by. It has been used with the 

word ‘mastered’ which creates a feeling of a circus ring and its master. Thirdly it refers to Aunt Jennifer’s 

freedom or being curtailed.    

 

(b) What kind of a person do you think was Aunt Jennifer?            (2) 

Ans: Aunt Jennifer was a timid and weak person. She was victimized by her domineering husband. She does 

not seem to have the coverage to raise her voice against oppression. 

 

(c) Why does Aunt Jennifer find it hard to pull the ivory needles?   (2) 
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Ans: Aunt Jennifer has been leading a suppressed life. She has been dominated by her husband. As a result she 

has become a mental wreck. It is more because of her nervousness than physical weakness that she is unable to 

pull the ivory needles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHORT QUESTIONS FROM FLAMINGO 

QUESTION NO.8 – (2 x 5=10) 

2 marks each word limitations 30 to 40 

(Distribution of marks) 

Expression: 1mark, Content: 1mark 

 1. Answer the following questions in about 30 – 40 words each: 

The Last Lesson 

 Q.1 For Franz, what was much more tempting than going to school and why?                (2) 

 Ans: Franz is tempted to play truant from school as he is not very sure about participles which the teacher, M. 

Hamel, is going to test that day. He entertains the idea of spending the glorious day outdoor, in a more pleasure 

able manner, close to the joys nature had to offer, listening to birdsong and watching the Prussian soldiers at 

drill. 

 

Q.2 What dread did little Franz have when he started for school in the morning?          (2) 

Ans: Franz was late for school that morning. He feared the teacher would scold him. Also, the teacher was to 

ask questions on participles. But Franz did not know a word about participles. Naturally, he was in great fear. 

 

Q.3 What was the most surprising thing Franz saw in his classroom?                            (2) 

Ans: Franz the village people sitting quietly on the back benches. They included old Hauser, the former mayor, 

the former postmaster and others. Everybody looked sad. Old Hauser had brought an old primer. He was 

holding it open on his knees. 

 

Q.4 What changes did the order from Berlin cause in school that day?                      (2) 

Ans: It was all quiet. There were no noises. It was as quiet as Sunday morning. Mr. Hamel said it would be his 

last lesson. Everybody looked sad. The village people had come to thank Mr. Hamel for his forty years of 

faithful service. 

 

Q.5 What was Franz’s regret when he came to know that Mr. Hamel was leaving the school for ever?      (2) 

Ans: Franz was now full of regret. He was sorry for not learning his lessons. He used to go and look for birds’ 

eggs. He thought his books a nuisance and too heavy to carry. But now he saw them as his old friends that he 

couldn’t give up. 

 

Q.6 What did Mr. Hamel say about the French language?                  (2) 

Ans: He called French the most beautiful language in the world. He said that it was the clearest and the most 

logical language. He wanted his people to keep it alive and never forget it. 
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LOST SPRING 

Q.1 What is Saheb’s full name? What is the irony involved?        (2) 

Ans: Saheb’s full name is Saheb-e-Alam. It means the lord of the universe. But the irony is that he is homeless 

poor boy who roams the streets with other barefoot boys. 

 

Q.2 ‘Seemapuri is on the periphery of Delhi yet miles away from it.’ Why does the author say so?       (2) 

Ans: No doubt, Seemapuri is very close to Delhi, but there is a world of difference between the two. While 

people in Delhi live in luxury, and have all comforts of life, rag-pickers in Seemapuri live in mud structures 

without basic necessities of life. 

 

Q.3 Rag-pickers live in miserable conditions. Why don’t they go back to their fields in Dhaka?           (2) 

Ans: People left their beautiful land of rivers and green fields and came to Delhi. It was because their fields 

could not give them food to eat. Storms destroyed them. They think it better to live in hovels than starve at 

home. 

 

Q.4 What is the sanctity of glass bangles for an Indian woman?            (2) 

Ans: Glass bangles are a symbol of a woman’s suhag, or bliss married life. A woman wears glass bangles when 

she becomes a bride. She keeps them wearing all her married life. Lack of glass-bangles is a sign of 

widowhood. 

 

Q.5 What does garbage mean for the elders and the children in Seemapuri?          (2) 

Ans: Garbage to the elders is gold. It is their daily bread. It means a roof over their heads. But for children it is 

even more. For them, it is a thing wrapped in wonder. For the elders it is a means of survival.  

 

 

Q.6 How did Saheb feel working at a tea stall? What did he get there?                (2) 

Ans: Sahib did not feel happy there. He had lost his carefree look. He was paid 800 rupees and all his meals. 

But he was no longer his own master. He belonged to the man who owned the tea shop. 

 

Q.7 Why don’t the poor bangle makers organiser themselves into a cooperative?         (2) 

Ans: There are cruel middlemen. They don’t let the bangle makers form any cooperative. They put the police 

after them. They are caught and beaten by the police. They are put into jail on false charges of illegal acts. The 

poor bangle makers have no leader to guide them.                      

 

Q.8 Mention the hazards of working in the glass bangles industry.             (2) 

Ans: Workers in the glass bangles industry have to work in very high temperatures. They work in dingy cells 

without air and light. They don’t get any daylight. Thus they lose the brightness of their eyes. The powder from 

polishing of bangles also blinds them. 

DEEP WATER 

 

Q.1 How did Douglas overcome ‘the old terror’?         (2) 

Ans: To overcome the old terror of water, Douglas decided to hire the services of an instructor to master 

swimming. Though the instructor was satisfied with his progress, he on many an occasion felt the old fear of 

water return and hence he continued relentlessly to swim in different places till he felt that he had too a large 

extent mastered it. 
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Q.2 What is the misadventure that William Douglas speaks about?     (2) 

Ans: One day, when William Douglas was sitting on the side of the pool waiting for the others to come, a 

bigger boy quite unaware that he did not know how to swim flung him into the deep end of the pool. This was 

the ‘misadventure’ that Douglas talks about. 

 

Q.3 Even as a child Douglas had an aversion to water. Why?         (2) 

Ans: When Douglas was three years old his father took him to a beach in California. He clung to his dad on the 

surf, yet a big wave swept over him and he was buried in water. He had lost his breath and was very frightened. 

Since then the fear of water had gripped him.      

 

Q.4 Why was Douglas determined to get over his fear of water?    (2) 

Ans: Douglas visited many famous water spots in his country. But whenever he wanted to put his foot into 

them, the old fears would come to his mind. It spoiled all his joy of fishing, boating and swimming. That was 

why he was determined to get over this fear. 

 

Q.5 The writer says, “The instructor was finished. But I was not finished.” Why?         (2) 

Ans: The instructor thought he had made a swimmer out of the writer. But the writer was still not satisfied. He 

feared that when he was alone in the pool, his old fears would come back to him. So he wanted to try still more 

in the pool. 

 

Q.6 How did Douglas make sure that he had conquered the old terror?  (2) 

Ans: The writer visited some of the famous water spots. He swam across them successfully. At last he went to 

lake Wentworth in New Hampshire. He swam two miles across the lake. Then he went and camped by the side 

of the Warm Lake. The next morning, he dived into the lake. He swam across to the other shore and back. He 

shouted with joy. He had conquered his fear of water. 

   

THE RATTRAP 

 

Q.1 Why did the ironmaster speak kindly to the peddler and invite him home?          (2) 

Ans: The ironmaster mistook the shabby, dirty looking peddler to be a captain from the regiment to which the 

ironmaster belonged when he was in the army. He was full of sympathy for a fellow army officer and insisted 

that he should come to his house. 

 

 

 

 

Q.2 Though the peddler declined the ironmaster’s invitation why did he accept Edla’s invitation?       (2) 

Ans: The warmth and affection in the voice of Edla made the peddler accept her invitation. Initially he had 

declined the ironmaster’s invitation for the fear of being caught. But Edla’s repeated requests made him feel 

confident and he went with her. 

 

Q.3 How was the peddler received at the cottage by the roadside?         (2) 

Ans: The old man who opened the door welcomed the peddler. The man was all alone and wanted someone for 

company. He gave the peddler his supper and tobacco. He played cards with him before going to bed. 

 

Q.4 Why did the peddler think he himself had been caught in a rattrap?         (2) 
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Ans: The peddler was lured to steal the old man’s money. It served as a bait. Because of this he went into the 

forest. There the forest with its trunks, branches, and thickets trapped him like a mousetrap. 

 

Q.5 How did the stranger react when the ironmaster felt he had been deceived?         (2) 

Ans: The stranger saw that the ironmaster felt he had been deceived. He told him that he was not at fault. He  

had never pretended to be a friend. Besides he was willing to put on his rags and go away. 

 

Q.6 What did the package left behind by the stranger for Edla contain?               (2) 

 

Ans: The present the stranger left for Edla contained a rattrap. She was glad to see that three wrinkled ten 

Kronor notes were lying inside the trap. There was a letter also for her. 

 

INDIGO 

 

Q.1 Why did Gandhiji agree to a 25% refund to the farmers?            (2) 

Ans: At this point Gandhiji wanted to break the statement. For him moral victory of the farmers was more 

important. He had made the British landlords surrender and accept their mistake. It was also the moral victory 

for the peasants. 

 

Q.2 How did the Champaran episode prove to be a turning point in Gandhiji’s life?        (2) 

Ans: Champaran incident began as Gandhiji’s fight for the rights of the peasants. He wanted to uplift them from 

their poverty-stricken state. He made it very clear to the British that they could not order him about in his own 

country. His stand gave a lot of encouragement to the poor masses. 

 

Q.3 ‘He had read our minds correctly,’ said Rajendra Prasad. What does this refer to?   (2) 

Ans: Dr. Rajendra Prasad said this in response to Mahatma Gandhi’s remarks to his lawyer friends who wanted 

English Pacifist Charles Freer Andrews to stay back and help them in their cause. Gandhi told them if they 

thought having an Englishman on their side would help, it only showed weakness on their part.             

 

Q.4 What was the long-term agreement between the sharecroppers and English landlords?     (2) 

Ans: There was long-term agreement between the English landlords and Indian tenants. According to this 

agreement the tenants were obliged to cultivate indigo on15% of their holdings, and render the whole indigo 

produce to landlords as rent. 

 

Q.5 Why did the lawyers feel that they should go to jail if Gandhiji went to jail?  (2) 

Ans: Gandhiji was a stranger, yet he was willing to go to jail for the sake of the peasants. The lawyers had been 

representing the peasants. They felt it would be shameful if they did not court arrest. 

 

Q.6 How did Gandhiji start primary schools?              (2) 

Ans: Gandhiji appealed for teachers. Two of Gandhiji’s disciples and their wives volunteered. More volunteers 

came from other places. Gandhiji started primary schools in six villages. Gandhiji’s wife Kasturba taught rules 

of personal hygiene and community sanitation. 

 

Q.7 What sort of health centre did Gandhiji set up?         (2) 

Ans: Gandhiji got voluntary services of a doctor. Three medicines were available. Anybody who showed coated 
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tongue was given castor oil any body having malaria was given quinine and castor oil. Anybody with skin 

eruptions was given sulphur ointment and castor oil.      

 

 

                                                

POETS AND PANCAKES 

 

Q.1 In what way was Subbu better than the office boy?           (2) 

Ans: Subbu was No.2 at Gemini Studios. But to begin with he was in no better position than the office boy. 

They had no better formal education than the boy either. He had to face more difficulties. But Subbu had more 

affluent exposure, and many abilities. 

 

Q.2 What were Subbu’s qualities as a human being?               (2) 

Ans: Subbu was ever cheerful even in the face of failure. He loved anyone he met. His house was always full of 

permanent guests but never seemed to find the money he spend on supporting them. 

 

Q.3 What was the Poet’s preconceived idea about a Communist?      (2) 

Ans: The Poet’s believed that a Communist was a godless person. He loved neither his children nor his wife. 

He was a terrorist and was always prepared to cause Violence and unrest among innocent and ignorant people. 

 

Q.4 When did the Moral Re-armament Army visit Gemini Studios? How were their plays liked?    (2) 

Ans: The Moral Re-armament army visited Gemini Studios in 1952.They presented two plays in a most 

professional manner. They ran several shows in Madras. The Gemini family of six hundred and other citizens of 

the city greatly liked them. 

 

Q.5 In what way did the M.R.A.’s play Jotham Valley influence Tamil drama?             (2) 

Ans: The local Tamil drama was impressed by the sunrise and sunset scenes presented in the Jotham Valley. 

For some years Tamil Plays presented these scenes with a bare stage, white background and a tune on the flute. 

 

Q.6 Why did the Englishman’s visit remain a mystery?        (2) 

Ans: The English man was a poet. Perhaps he was an editor too. But his visit did not have any connection with 

the studios that made Tamil films. No one could understand what he said his visit remained a mystery.        

Q.7 What did the writer find out about the encounter and its editor?       (2) 

 

Ans: In the library the writer found copies of the encounter almost untouched by readers. It was not a popular 

magazine in India. Its editor’s name was Stephen Spender. He was the poet who had visited Gemini Studios. 

           

THE INTERVIEW 

Q.1 What are some of the positive views on interviews?                      (2) 

Ans: Interviews are said to be the highest source of truth. They are called a form of art. They are a supremely 

useful medium of communication. They leave in our mind the most vivid impressions of our contemporaries. 

 

Q.2 Why do most celebrity writers despise being interviewed?               (2) 

Ans: Most celebrities despise the interview as an unwelcome intrusion into their lives. Some even feel wounded 

by them. They have a horror of the interviewer. Kipling regarded interviewing as immoral. He called it a crime 

which punishment. 
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Q.3 Who was Umberto Eco? What does he say about his novel writing?    (2) 

Ans: Umberto Eco was a university professor. He says that he took to writing novels just by accident. He was 

then about fifty years old. He says he wrote novels only in his empty spaces. He wrote them on Sundays. 

 

Q.4 What was distinctive about Eco’s academic writing style?           (2) 

Ans: Academic writings are usually impersonal, dull and boring. But Eco’s academic writing style was playful. 

It had a personal quality about it. Even his essays had a narrative aspect. Thus they made an interesting reading. 

 

Q.5 What is the reason for the huge success of the novel, The Name of the Rose?          (2) 

Ans: The writer calls the huge success of the novel a mystery. However, the novel became popular because it 

gave the reader a deep and interesting reading. It was a detective story interwoven with metaphysics, ethics and 

medieval history. Its selling about 10-15 million copies was not just an accident. 

 

GOING PLACES 

Q.1 Why was Sophie relieved to see her father’s bicycle outside the pub as she returned home from the canal? 

What does this indicate about their relationship?            (2)  

Ans:  Sophie hoped to meet Danny Casey at the Royce’s. She wanted to take his autograph. She waited there 

for long but he never came. She was disappointed and was wondering how she would face the family. But then 

she saw her father’s bicycle outside the pub. She was relieved as her father would be drunk and would have 

forgotten about Sophie’s dream appointment with Danny.               

  

 Q.2 Does Sophie’s father believe her story about meeting Danny Casey?         (2)  

  Ans: Sophie’s father is practical, down to earth, sensible individual. He works hard to earn his living. He does 

believe Sophie’s story. He dismisses it as a figment of her imagination and does not show any keenness to listen 

to her.   

 

Q.3 What kind of a person was Geoff, Sophie’s brother?           (2)   

Ans: Sophie’s brother, Geoff had passed out of school three years back and was working as an apprentice 

mechanic traveling to his work each day to the outskirts of the city. He hardly spoke. Words had to be 

snatched out of him. If he was not speaking, he thought of something.      

 

Q.4 What did Sophie want to do after leaving school and why?            (2)           

Ans: Sophie wanted to open a boutique. Like all adolescents she also lived in a world of dreams and fantasies. 

The reason she wanted to start boutique was it was one of the places frequently visited by celebrities. She 

wanted to become rich and be part of the glamour world. 

 

Q.5 Which was the only occasion when Sophie met Danny Casey?       (2) 

Ans: The only occasion when Sophie got to see Danny Casey was when she was one among the vast crowd of 

spectators who had gathered to watch him play. She saw him from a distance. Sophie’s family was also with 

her. 
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QUESTION NO. 9,  10 MARKS 

(Word limits:125-150) 

Based on Prose Section of Flamingo 

Distribution of Marks 

Content: 5 marks 

Expression: 5 marks  

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spelling [2
1/2

]  

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style                    [2
1/2

]     

 

 Q.9 Answer any one of the following in about 125-150 words.                    (10) 

 

THE LAST LESSON 

Q.1 Franz’s attitude towards school as well as towards M. Hamel changes when he comes to know about the 

take over of his village by Prussians. Do you agree? Discuss with reference to the The Last Lesson.         (10) 

Ans: The story opens in what is just another ordinary day for Franz, who is tempted to play truant from school 

as he is not very sure about participles which the teacher, M. Hamel, is going to test that day. He entertains the 

idea of spending the glorious day outdoors in a more pleasure able manner but finally decides to go to school. 

On arriving at school he is met with an unusual silence and a strange sight. The last benches, which were always 

empty, are occupied by the village elders who look grim and solemn. 

Franz is shocked to learn that this is to be the last lesson on French. He suddenly realizes that he hardly knows 

the language, and that he cannot write well enough in the language. He is overcome with intense regret and 

remorse for not attending school, for taking the French language for granted, and for spending his time in trivial 

pursuits, when he should have been in school. 

 

Franz also realized that suddenly he did understand the grammar that M. Hamel was explaining and wondered 

why he had not been attentive earlier. He was filled with unbidden and new found appreciation for his teacher 

and for his school.        

 

Q.2 What idea do you form about M. Hamel’s character?                                                                         (10)       

Ans: M. Hamel was a dedicated teacher and did his duty faithfully. He had been teaching for forty years. He 

enjoyed a great respect in the town. On the last day the former mayor and the former postmaster also came to 

school and sat on benches as if they were his pupils – this was their way of paying respect to him.  

M. Hamel had fine clothes which he wore only on inspection and prize days though Hamel was going away, he 

did his duty till the last. He heard all the lessons. 

 

He was a patriot at heart. French language was very dear to him. He believed that it was the most beautiful and 

most logical language in the world. On his last day at school, he told the people that they must not neglect their 

language. He assured them that if they learnt and protected it, it would help them to get their freedom back.    

 

Q.3 What changes did the narrator find in the school when the order from Berlin came?                  (10) 

Ans: Value points: 

- orders from Berlin, only German to be taught 

- school was unusually quiet and serious 

- M. Hamel’s last class 

- Hamel’s dress / appearance / behaviour 

- villagers present – to think M. Hamel 
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- understood the significance of the French language 

- everyone thought it was the best French class by Hamel 

- everyone emotional about loss of language / identity 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 What feelings and experience did Franz have on the day of last lesson?                       (10) 

Q.2 What idea of Franz personality and character do you form after reading ‘The Last Lesson’?        (10) 

LOST SPRING 

Q.1 Justify the title of the story ‘Lost Spring’?                                 (10) 

Ans: ‘Lost Spring’ is an apt title for this extract which brings out the plight of the rag pickers living in the slums 

of Seemapuri, Delhi and the bangle makers of Firozabad. Both Saheb, the rag picker and Mukesh, a child 

labourer in a glass factory, in Firozabad have great dreams. They are children, in the spring of their life but 

working in pitiable conditions. Children of their age lead a carefree life. They eat, play, go to school and hardly 

bother about day to day mundane requirements. But this children have to fight for every morsel, work hard to 

earn their bread. For them there is no spring season. Out of all the seasons spring is the most beautiful one. The 

author has metaphorically compared childhood with this season. In the case of Saheb, Mukesh and the likes 

spring is lost. It can be said that this is the most appropriate title for these two stories. 

 

Q.2 The name of the boy was Saheb-e-Alam, which means lord of the universe. But he roams the streets with 

an army of barefoot boys. Draw out the paradox.                                  (10) 

Ans: Saheb-e-Alam was often seen at garbage dumps. He was there looking for a coin like a needle in a hey-

stack. If he were lucky he would get a rupee, a ten rupee-note, or even he is the son of rag picker. His family 

migrated to India in 1971 from Bangladesh. They settled at Seemapuri. They live in clusters of mud shelters 

with roof of tin or tarpaulin. They live in miserable conditions. There is no running water, and no sewerage. But 

they don’t want to go back to their land. Their houses and fields have been destroyed by storms. If they go back 

they can only starve. But here they depend on garbage. It is their means of survival. It helps them to buy food. 

Saheb goes about barefoot. All his friends are like him. 

Saheb is much interested in tennis. He stands near the fence of a club and keenly watches two young men 

playing tennis. One day somebody gave him a pair of tennis shoes. They were discarded by a boy of a rich 

family. Saheb is happy. His dream to have shoes is realised but there is a little hope of his ever playing tennis. 

However the gatekeeper allows him in when nobody else is around. He lets Saheb use the swing. 

Saheb has never been to school. But he is willing to go if there is a school to which he can go. The author 

promised to build a school where he could go. But it is a false promise like many other promises in the bleak 

world of the rag pickers. 

At last Saheb is employed in a tea shop. Now he can hope to get regular salary and feed himself three times a 

day. But he is not very happy. He has lost his freedom. He is no longer carefree.     

 

Q.3 The bangle-makers of Ferozabad make beautiful bangles but they live and die in squalor. Explain with the 

help of the text.                                                              (10) 

Ans: Firozabad is well-known all over for the beautiful bangles. Indian women wear them. They are a symbol 

of their happy married life. But the plight for the bangle makers is miserable. They live in old and crumbling 

houses in stinking lanes. They live with animals like animals. In fact the families that make bangles belong to a 

caste, which has a stigma. They are poverty stricken. They cannot send their children to school. They cannot 

afford to repair their tumble down houses.  

Bangle-making is a hazardous trade. The makers, young and old, weld them in dark rooms. They set before 

flickering flames of oil lamps. This soon deprives them of their eyesight. 
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They are poor because there are middlemen. They fleece them. Then there are money lenders, bureaucrats, 

policemen and politicians. They have a vice-like hold over them. The poor bangle-makers feel that they are 

destined to make bangles all their lives. There is no ray of hope. They resign themselves to their fate.                                                         

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

 

 

Q.1 All children have dreams, so did Saheb and Mukesh. Do you think children like Saheb and Mukesh will be 

able to fulfill their dreams?                 (10) 

Q.2 What does the writer note about Savita and others in her home?          (10) 

 

DEEP WATER 

 

Q.1 Even after growing up why does Douglas recount his childhood experience of almost having drowned? At a 

larger level what does this experience teach him?             (10) 

Ans: Even after attaining adulthood Douglas is not able to forget his brush with almost death. He was about to 

be drowned as he could not come out of water. He was not even able to shout for help. But he put up a brave 

front and managed to survive. 

It was this experience which had left a deep scar on his psyche. Even after he grew up he could not forget it. 

Abnormal childhood experience, both positive and negative, remain with us. Douglas was not different. That 

being the reason for his recounting all the details. For years the fear had gripped him. 

But he deserves admiration for his dogged determination, his courage and his will to overcome the fear. He 

finally managed to not only learn swimming but also conquer fear of water. 

At a larger level he understood that fear of death itself can be scary. Also understood that he had to take steps to 

overcome that fear and not brood over it. 

 

Q.2 How did Douglas overcome his fear of water?             (10) 

Ans: After getting his training from the instructor, Douglas still had some old fears. He feared that his terror 

would come back to him when he would be alone in the water. So he tried himself once again. He dived into the 

pool and swam the length up and down. Little memories of the old terror came to him. But he drove all fear out 

of his mind. This went on for four months. But he was still not satisfied. He was not sure that all his fear had 

left. So he went to Lake Wentworth in New Hampshire. He swam two miles across the lake. The old fear 

returned a little. But soon all fear fled and he swam on. On another occasion he went and camped by the side of 

the Warm Lake. The next morning he dived into the lake. He swam across to the other shore and back. He 

shouted with joy. He had conquered his fear of water. 

 

Q.3 How did Douglas test his freedom from fear?              (10) 

Ans: The instructor was sure that Douglas had overcome his fear. But Douglas was not sure. He wanted to test 

himself. 

He went up to Conrad Meadows and then to Meade Glacier. There he camped by the side of Warm Lake. He 

dived into the lake and swam across to the other shore and back. It was a great achievement for a man who was 

once mortally afraid of the very sight of a lake. Earlier he had been to Lake Wentworth. He had swum two 

miles across the lake. But the fear had visited him briefly. But this time there was no fear whatsoever. Douglas 

was sure he was free from fear and he could try anything. He was happy. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
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Q.1 What was the ‘misadventure’ at the Y.M.C.A. pool that the writer William Douglas speaks about?      (10) 

Q.2 How did the instructor build a swimmer out of Douglas?      (10) 

 

 

                                                         

 

THE RATTRAP 

 

Q.1 Write a Character Sketch of rattrap peddler.                (10) 

                                  Or  

       The rattrap peddler had his own philosophy about the world. Did he stick to his own philosophy? 

Ans: The rattrap peddler was given to his own meditation. One day an idea struck him. He thought the world 

was also a rattrap. All the riches and joys, shelter and food that this world offered were to humans as cheese and 

pork are for rats. They lure them into the trap. 

The peddler had been a Captain. We don’t know why and how he turned a tramp. He spent a night in the 

Crofter’s cottage. There the crofter showed him the money he put in a pouch in the window frame. The peddler 

was tempted to steal it. But later he regretted his action. He thought he himself had let himself to be tempted to 

touch the bait. He felt he had landed in a trap. 

The ironmaster invited him to go home with him and enjoy good food and comfort. But the peddler declined the 

offer ought right. The ironmaster’s daughter prevailed upon him. In the ironmaster’s house his behaviour was 

excellent. He was not greedy. He did not want presents. He left without anything. He got rid of the Crofter’s 

money and was once again free. 

 

Q.2 How are the attitudes of the ironmaster and his daughter different? Support your answer from the text. (10) 

Ans: The ironmaster is a wealthy and prominent person. He has been in a regiment. He is very conscious about 

the quality of the iron he produces when he visits the iron works at night and finds the peddler lying there, he 

looks at him very carefully. He comes to the conclusion that he is an old regimental comrade Nils Olof. His 

miserable condition evokes instant sympathy. He insists that the peddler goes with him. But the peddler wants 

to be let alone. However his daughter is able to persuade him. Her loving and kind tone infuse faith in the 

peddler. 

But strangely in the morning the ironmaster loses all his sympathy. He thinks he has been deceived. Though the 

peddler did not say that he had been in regiment. Still the ironmaster holds him at fault. He wishes to hand him 

over to the police. But his daughter is kind. She has real sympathy for the poor. She had invited him and 

promised security. She keeps her word. She entertains him as if he were a real Captain. This endears her to the 

peddler as well as to the reader. 

 

Q.3 The story ‘The Rattrap’ focuses on human loneliness and the need to bond with others. Comment.  (10) 

Ans: Loneliness runs throughout the story. Every character right from peddler, the crofter, the ironmaster and 

his daughter seem to be lonely. They all desire to bond with someone, talk to some one and interact. The 

peddler has always come across sulking people with no smile. He has always received a cold treatment. He has 

no one with whom he could share the sufferings of his life. He trudged along slowly, all by himself. 

As far as the crofter was concerned life had been kind to him, but he had no family with whom he could share 

his happiness or sorrows. The moment he sees the peddler, he is overjoyed and shares all the secrets with him. 

Similarly the ironmaster and his daughter yearn for people, they want some company. They take they take the 

peddler home and they both get an opportunity to show their kindness. 
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The pleasant and amiable daughter of the ironmaster helps him give up his dishonest ways and he feels relieved 

and satisfied. Company can definitely change a man.     

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

 

Q.1 Why did the peddler go into the forest? How did he feel there?                           (10) 

Q.2 What were ironmaster’s plans for the peddler? Why did he change his attitude altogether?             (10) 

 

INDIGO 

Q.1 How did the peasants of Champaran manage to fight back the British with courage?             (10) 

Ans: The British landlords treated the Indian farmers ruthlessly. They were an oppressed lot. They suffered at 

the hands of their oppressors. The system created by the British was unfair and unjust. This had made the 

farmers poor. They suffered the miseries without uttering a word. 

If any of them dared to fight a legal battle against the British, nothing positive came out of the battle.  

Gandhiji’s visit to Champaran turned a new leaf in their life. He made them see the right things. His presence 

gave them confidence. Thousands of peasants came out to greet the Mahatma. It appeared as though they had 

shed their fears and were ready to face the consequences. With Gandhiji’s efforts the British surrendered. The 

farmers understood that they were on the right side of law. This gave them courage. 

 

Q.2 Why did Gandhiji think that it was important to liberate the peasants from fear than getting them legal 

justice?                                    (10)  

Ans: The ruthless exploitation of the farmers by the British landlords prompted Gandhiji to fight a legal battle 

against the British. In this process, he realised that these peasants were very weak, timid and extremely scared 

of fighting for themselves. Gandhiji felt that he may win this battle for them but what about the next. The 

British would continue to subjugate them as they knew their weakness. 

Gandhiji wanted to remove the fear from their mind. ‘He wanted to encourage them, empower them and make 

them bold so that they could take on the British. He made them understand that unity had strength and they 

courageously and boldly fight for their rights. They had to get over the terror called ‘British’. 

Once they were free of all fears they can fight any battle, stand up for their rights and not get cowed down by 

the landlords. 

 

Q.3 Describe the cultural and social backwardness of the Champaran villages. How did Gandhiji try to alleviate 

their misery.                                   (10) 

Ans: The villages of Champaran were socially and culturally backward. There was no literacy. People were 

poor. They suffered from a number of physical ailments like constipation, skin eruption and malaria fever. 

Gandhiji was not content with the economic solution he had achieved for the poor peasants. He wanted to 

alleviate their sufferings. He opened primary schools in six villages. He appealed for teachers. Two of his 

disciples and their wives volunteered immediately. Other volunteers came from other parts of India. Gandhiji’s 

wife Kasturba taught about personal cleanliness and community sanitation. Gandhiji got the voluntary services 

of a doctor. A dispensary was set up. Three medicines were available. Those with coated tongues got castor oil. 

Those with malaria fever got quinine and castor oil. Those with skin eruption got sulphur ointment and castor 

oil. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 How did the British landlords lose their prestige?                   (10) 

Q.2 Write a brief note on the sharecropping system in Champaran?             (10)  
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POETS AND PANCAKES 

Q.1 With reference to the story ‘Poets and Pancakes’ present a character of the lawyer.            (10) 

Ans: Like Subbu the lawyer also had the ability to be a precious and useful commodity for the boss. He had 

earned a name as illegal advisor because of his mischievous nature. He cares only for those who are important 

for him from his career point of view. He is different from the others. 

He possesses a great presence of mind. When an actress wrongfully lashes at the producer, instead of listening 

to it in a shocked manner, with his presence of his mind he records the entire conversation and plays it back to 

the actress. This makes the actress feel ashamed. The lawyer was shrewd, smart gentleman. At the same time he 

was not very brilliant. 

 

Q.2 What kind of job did the office boy do in the Gemini Studios? What was his purpose behind joining the 

studio and why was he disappointed?          (10) 

Ans: Like all others decisions of making it big in the tinsel world, this office boy had joined Gemini Studios 

with intention of becoming an actor, a scriptwriter, director or lyric writer. But none of this happened. 

Instead he used to run errands in the studio. He was responsible for mixing the paint in a giant vessel. With this 

he had to paint the faces of the artists who were the part of the crowd in movies. 

His failure to realise his dreams disappointed him. He felt that his talent was not getting any recognition. He felt 

he was doing a job much below his dignity and calibre. He blamed Kothamangalam Subbu for all this. Subbu 

was No.2 in the studio. 

 

Q.3 What was Moral Re-armament Army? Describe their visit to the Gemini Studios.             (10) 

Ans: Frank Buchman’s Moral Re-armament Army visited the Gemini Studios in 1952. It was a dramatic 

company. In fact it was a sort of counter movement to international communism. It was two hundred strong and 

they was called an international circus. The players belonged to at least twenty nationalities.  

They presented two plays in a most professional manner. The plays were simple homilies, but the costumes and 

sets were superb. Their play Jotham Valley greatly impressed the Tamil Theatre. They imitated the sunrise and 

sunset scenes in their manner for years. The scenes were presented on a bare stage with a white background and 

a tune played on the flute. 

Though the MRA was anti-communist and the anti-communist feelings prevailed at the Studios, the arrival of 

the MRA had no impact on the attitude of the bosses. Their enterprises went on as usual. 

                                   

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 Write a brief note on what you learn about Kothamangalam Subbu’s character.                (10) 

Q.2 How was Frank Buchman’s MRA received at the Gemini Studios and how did they fare during their visit?               

                                                                                                                                                                        (10) 

 

THE INTERVIEW 

Q.1 Interviews have become common place of journalism. But the celebrities despise them. Why do you think 

the celebrities despise them.                                                                          (10) 

Ans: Today we find a lot of interviews reported in newspapers and periodicals, and also on the television. Not 

only the celebrities, criminals, and victims are interviewed alike. But the celebrities are always sought after. If 

an incident involving a celebrity happens, the media people immediately rush to him. 

The interview was invented about 130 years ago. Since then celebrities have been interviewed some of them 

have been interview time and again. The celebrities normally do not like to face the interviewer. They try put 

him off. One of the reasons is that the interviewer tries to intrude upon their private lives. They believe that 

public figures are a public property and people have a right to know all. Some celebrities like Rudyard Kipling, 



 72 

Lewis Carroll have condemned interviews in the harshest words. Though some of them condemned the 

interview, they themselves have been interviewers. Kipling interviewed Mark Twain. H.G. Wells, who called 

the interview an ordeal, interviewed Joseph Stalin. 

But interview despite some of its demerits is a good way to know about our contemporaries. It adds to our 

knowledge. 

 

Q.2 Why were the journalists and publisher puzzled at the success of the ‘Name of the Rose’?        (10) 

Ans: Mukund is puzzled why the ‘The Name of the Rose’ got huge success. He says to Eco that his novel is 

serious. It is a detective story at one level, but at the other it delves deep into metaphysics, theology and a period 

of medieval history. Eco tells him that journalists and publishers have a false belief that people like nothing but 

trash. But all people don’t like trash. There are people who like difficult reading experience. About 10 to 15 

million copies were sold worldwide. Even his publisher did not hope to sell more than 3000 copies. Thought she 

thought the novel was good. It would not sell in a country where people have not seen a cathedral and don’t 

study Latin. He agreed with Mukund that the novel might have been a success because it deals with a period of 

medieval history. But he is not sure. The huge success of the novel remains a mystery even to its author. 

 

Q.3 After reading the chapter ‘The Interview’ how would you rate Mukund Padmanabhan as an interviewer?                        

                                                                                                                                                                  (10) 

Ans: Mukund Padmanabhan has successfully developed the art of interviewing. An interview is just not the act 

of two people sitting across the table, one asking questions and the other answering them. Especially those 

interviewers which involve celebrities. 

It is very important that one is able to extract as much information as the fans of the celebrity would be 

interested in knowing without making the interviewee feel embarrassed. Mukund poses brief and suggestive 

questions to Umberto Eco which draw out of the celebrity the required response. The questions posed to him 

cover all aspects of his personal as well as professional life. As we read through the interview we realise that 

Umberto Eco is made to respond in a detailed manner to all the questions. This is also an art and does not come 

easily to all. The interviewee is made to feel comfortable and relaxed. This helps in his giving natural responses 

to all the questions posed by Mukund. 

       

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 Write in brief the various views expressed by celebrities about the interview in journalism.       (10) 

Q.2 Explain what Eco says about his activity of novel writing.                            (10) 

 

THE INTERVIEW 

Q.1 The story ‘Going Places’ bring out a wonderful contrast between fact and fiction. Justify the statement. (10)  

 Ans: Sophie’s world of dreams and fantasies has been created in sharp contrast to her real life. Sophie is like 

any other adolescent who dreams. Her dreams are unrealistic but she refuses to accept reality. She wants to start 

a boutique for her own because she loves a glamorous life. She believes that celebrities including her role model 

Danny Casey would visit her boutique. 

Her reality is totally different. Her father works hard for a living and is not part of a glamorous world. Her 

mother shoulders the household burdens. Her brother works as an apprentice mechanic. In her real world she 

has a small suffocating room but dreams of a boutique in an up market area. 

The story brings out these two aspects beautifully. It is next to impossible for both to meet. 

 

Q.2 What idea do you form of Sophie’s character form the story?            (10) 
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Ans: Sophie is a little girl. She is still at school. But she is highly ambitious. She belongs to a poor family. She 

has no source of any money. Yet she dreams to have the finest boutique in the city. Her friend Jansie tells her 

that it would take her a long time to save that much money. At this, Sophie says that she will become a manager 

to begin with. She never stops to think who will take her as a manager straight off. Then she says she will 

become an actress. There is a lot of money in it. She will run the boutique side by side because actresses don’t 

work full time. She even thinks of becoming a fashion designer. All this shows what a dreamy girl she is. She 

has her head in the skies. Such a girl is bound to meet disappointment when she falls back to the ground of 

reality. And all this happens when her fantasy about Danny Casey breaks in the end. 

 

Q.3 Sophie and Jansie were classmates and friends. What were the differences between them that show up in 

the story?                                       (10) 

Ans: Sophie and Jansie are classmates and friends. But they are poles apart in their character and temperament. 

Both of them belong to poor families. But Sophie is very ambitious. She has no source of any money. But she 

plans to have the finest boutique in the city. Jansie reminds her that it will take long to save that much money. 

At this Sophie says she will become a manager to begin with. But she has no idea who will make her a manager 

straight off. On the other hand, Jansie is a very practical girl. She has her feet on the ground. She has no false 

ambitions. She is straight forward girl. When Sophie tells her about her meeting with Danny Casey, she at once 

says, “You never did.” However, she is a true friend. Sophie says that her meeting with Danny was meant to be 

a secret. At this Jansie says, “You can trust me, Soaf, you know that.”  

       

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 Why did Sophie go to meet Danny in a secluded romantic place?                   (10) 

Q.2 What did Sophie tell Geoff about her meeting Casey. How did Geoff react?      (10)                              

 

           

 

Questions from Vistas   (7 Marks) 

Question No 10 

                                 Distribution of marks:  

Content:             4 marks 

Expression:        3 marks 

Grammatically accuracy, appropriate words and spelling:  [1
1/2

]             

 Coherence and relevance of ideas and style:                          [1
1/2

] 

Q.10 Answer the following question in 125-150 words: 

 

THE THIRD LEVEL 

 Q.1 ‘The modern consumerists world is full of fear, insecurities, stress and wars’. What are the ways in which we 

try to combat them? Answer with reference to The Third level.                           (7) 

Ans: Having suddenly stumbled upon the Third Level at the Grand Central, Charley is tempted to buy two one 

way tickets to Galesburg, a peaceful town that he has grown up in. He has heard that in his grandfather’s time it 

was even more peaceful and he has the burning desire to go back in time and live in quiet stress free existence. 

His wife and his psychiatrist friend, Sam as well as his other friends, are quite alarmed when they fear his account 

and forbid him to seek the third level again. They treat the incident as a figment of his imagination and attribute it 

to his desire to escape from the stresses of his life. 
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However, Charley’s friend, Sam disappears and Charley finds a letter from him in an old First Day Cover dated 

July 18, 1894. In the letter, Sam tells Charley that he has settled down in Galesburg and urges Charley not give up 

his search for the Third Level as it is well worth the effort. 

This makes Charley and his wife intensify their search for the Third Level, proving that most people try and 

combat the stresses of the modern consumerist world by finding a way to escape them. 

 

 

Q.2 Is it right to say that Charley and Louisa were ‘made for each other couple’. Answer with reference to the 

story ‘The Third Level’.                                                                                     (7) 

Ans: It would not be wrong to say that Charley and Lousia were made for each other. Lousia was a woman with 

lot of patience. She not only loved her husband Charley but also understood him well. 

Charley also loves his wife very much. He is always eager to return home after office hours. He knows he cannot 

go to Galesburg alone. So he buys two tickets. One for Lousia and one for himself. When Lousia comes to know 

of this she is alarmed and takes Charley to a psychiatrist. The doctor’s observation regarding Charley’s condition 

upsets her. Later when Charley uses up all his savings to buy the 19
th

 century currency Lousia is very perturbed. 

She advises him to stop looking for the third level. All this shows that they were a well tuned couple. 

 

Q.3 What unusual things did Charlie notice on the third level of the Grand Central Station?             (7) 

Ans: Charlie saw that on the third level, there were fewer ticket windows. The rooms were also smaller. The 

lights were dim. They flickered because they were open-flame gaslights. There were brass spittoons on the floor. 

Everyone in the station was dressed like 1890 something. Men had beards, side whiskers and fancy mustaches. A 

very small locomotive food there. It had a funnel-shaped chimney. A newsboy had copies of a newspaper (The 

World) that had not been published for years. It was a June 11, 1894 edition. Charley turned towards the ticket 

windows. He knew that from here he could buy tickets for anywhere in the United States. He decided to buy two 

tickets for Galesburg. He wanted to go there with his wife. But then he found that only old-style bills were 

accepted there. Charley had to come back because he had with him new-style dollars of present-day currency. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 Do you see an intersection of time and space the story ‘The Third Level’?                (7) 

 

Q.2 Reproduce in your own words the episode related to Charley’s visit to the third level.       (7) 

 

THE TIGER KING 

Q.1 Do you think the Tiger King was really interested in getting married? What was the purpose of his entering 

into matrimony?                            (7) 

Ans: Tiger King only thought of tigers. He had no time for love or marriage. This great Tiger King of 

Pratibandapuram decides to enter matrimony because he needs thirty more tigers to kills in order to fulfill his 

pledge. The kingdom of the princess whom the king decided to marry had many tigers. Now he could without any 

problem hunt for the rest 30 tigers. He did not have any sentiments or feelings for his wife. He had not bought a 

single present for his till he was three years old. 

 

Q.2 The author through the story ‘The Tiger King’ is trying to comment on man’s ill-treatment of animals. Justify                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                        (7) 

Ans: Earth is god’s creation. Here apart from man there are other living creatures. God wishes that all living 

beings live in a harmony with each other. Man does not have to interfere with nature or kill other creatures or 

fellow human beings.  
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Through this story the author is trying to comment on the way man is treating animals. The Tiger King 

symbolizes the cruel, insensitive, foolish man who for his own gains kills tigers. This act of the king is against the 

devine. We all are expected to lead a normal life. All creatures and animals also have the right to live respectful 

life. The story illustrates this point. 

 

Q.3 How has the author ‘Kalki’ employed dramatic irony in the story’ The Tiger King’?             (7) 

Ans: Dramatic irony is a situation wherein the author as well as the reader is aware of the situation, but the 

character is completely ignorant of the same. The character behaves in the most inappropriate manner. Kalki has 

very skillfully employed dramatic irony in this story. After killing the first tiger, the haughty king shows off the 

dead tiger to the astrologer. He wants to prove that he is more powerful than the tiger and also that he was a king 

and could do anything he desired. Once he kills the hudreth tiger, which actually does not die, he feels elated for 

having proved the prediction wrong. Ironically a mere silver on a wooden tiger leads to the death of the king. 

Through the use of dramatic irony Kalki drives home the point that people in power behave in a conceited and 

ruthless manner. They refuse to respect the words of elders and finally are defeated. As readers we are able to 

foresee the doom of the king. But he is so drunk in power that he mindlessly continues his act of killing the tigers. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 Do you think the Maharaja’s minions were sincere and loyal to him? Why/ Why not?         (7) 

Q.2 What kind of a life did the tiger king lead?                (7)       

 

JOURNEY TO THE END OF THE WORLD 

Q.1 In the context of the environment of the Antarctica what is the significance of the statement ‘take care of the 

small things and the big things will take care of themselves.                                         (7) 

Ans: The ecosystem of Antarctica consists of simple creatures. It does not have any variety. If this is a tampered 

with then it could have disastrous consequences. A depletion of this environment will affect the ozone layer. The 

ozone layer protects us from the harmful UV-rays. A depletion in ozone layer will also harm the phytoplanktons 

which are food for the marine life.  

 This will consequently disturb the carbon cycle. So one thing will lead to the other. The entire flora and fauna 

will be disturbed. So in this light it becomes essential that we take care of the smaller things so that the larger 

ones are automatically taken care of. 

 

Q.2 How is the study of the region of Antarctica useful to us?           (7) 

Ans: Antarctica landmass was an amalgamated landmass called the Gondwana and is about 650 million years old. 

We humans came only 12000 years ago. The landmass was then warm and flora and fauna flourished here. Only 

after the wiping out of the dinosaurs when the landmass started disintegrating that mammals appeared on this 

earth. So the study of a place like Antarctica will give us a very good idea of how the continents were formed and 

how mountains like the Himalayas came into existence. 

Its ice-cores hold carbon records which are over half-million year old. So we can say that Antarctica indeed holds 

the secrets of the past, present and future. 

 

Q.3 What are Geoff Green’s reasons for including high school students in the ‘Students on Ice’ expedition?      (7) 

Ans: Geoff Green looks upon students as important and responsible members of our future generation. They are 

our future policy makers. They have the ability to absorb, learn and act. That was why he included high school 

students in his expedition. By their visit to Antarctica, they could see for themselves how real the danger of global 

warming is. Receding glaciers and collapsing ice shelves could tell them how the danger of floods was increasing 

day by day. Thus they could develop a new understanding and respect for their planet. And when they grow up; 

they will take steps to stop the harms that are being done to the earth. They will take steps to fight such problems 
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as the rapid increase of human populations and unmitigated burning of fossil fuels. They will take steps to ensure 

that life continues to exist on this planet. It was for these educational reasons that Geoff Green included high 

school students in the ‘Students on Ice’ expedition. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 ‘If we want to study and examine the earth’s past, present and future, Antarctica is the place to go.’ Justify.        

                                                                                                                                                                         (7) 

Q.2 What are phytoplankton? How are they important to our eco-system?          (7)                     

                       

THE ENEMY 

Q.1 The general was too selfish to think about the American prisoner of war staying in Dr. Sadao’s house. 

Justify the statement in the light of the story ‘The Enemy’.                   (7) 

Ans: The general tells Dr. Sadao that he would send his private assassins to eliminate the American 

prisoner. Dr. Sadao spends three sleepless nights waiting for the assasins but no one comes. He then helps 

the prisoner escape. 

The general was not indifferent to the presence of the American prisoner of war but he only chose to ignore 

it. The reasons for his doing so were, firstly, the general knew the importance of Dr. Sadao in his life. He is 

obsessed about his health and trusted none other than Dr. Sadao when it came to a doctor. Secondly he knew 

that Dr. Sadao was a nationalist to the core and would not allow any anti-national activity in his house. So 

he pretends to have forgotten. 

But it is his selfish interest and his worry about the recent surgery that he had undergone which made him 

not to react to the presence of the American prisoner of war at Dr. Sadao’s place. 

 

Q.2 Dr. Sadao decided to help the wounded soldier because he was a doctor. But why do you think Hanna 

sympathised with him?                                                                        (7) 

Ans: As a doctor it was Dr. Sadao’s duty to cure the sick and wounded. He was a committed and humane 

doctor. For him treating the patient was important, not his nationality or status. So he decided to treat the 

American prisoner of war. 

His wife Hanna had no such compulsion. But she agrees to her husband’s decision. She as a wife had 

pledged to support her husband in all his endeavours. Secondly she was a woman. Woman by nature are soft 

and considerate. Her compassionate motherly instinct surfaced. Women are preservers rather than 

destroyers. So Hanna agreed with Dr. Sadao and decided to keep the enemy in their house. All the staff of 

the doctor protested against this decision and walked out of the house. 

 

Q.3 What do you think of Sadao and Hanna as patriots and as humans?               (7) 

Ans: Sadao and Hanna were pure Japanese. They had been in America but they never liked the Americans. 

They found them repulsive. They were patriots and proud of their nation. But they were not ruthless. They 

were the humans to the core of their hearts. 

Sadao was an excellent surgeon. He had been trained in America. The General trusted him because he had 

imbibed American sentimentality. He was not ruthless like other Japanese surgeons who had been trained 

the Germans. Sadao had learnt to be merciful with his knife. If he saw someone in trouble, his fingers 

moved to help the person. The cook rightly observed that he was proud of his skill, and he would save an 

enemy’s life as willingly as a friend’s. That is why he saved the American. His wife Hanna was gentle. She 

was kind to all. She considered the American as her enemy. But something more than patriotism impelled 

her to nurse him to health. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
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Q.1 Dr. Sadao was compelled by his duty as a doctor to help the enemy soldier. What made Hanna, his 

wife, sympathetic to him in the face of open defiance from the domestic staff?          (7) 

 

Q.2 While hatred against a member of the enemy race is justifiable, especially during wartime, what makes 

a human being rise above narrow prejudices?                                   (7)   

 

 

SHOULD WIZARD HIT MOMMY? 

 

Q.1 ‘Should Wizard hit Mommy?’ is not just a bedtime story but it raises certain moral questions. Justify.  (7) 

Ans: Though Jo tells it like any other bedtime story to his daughter, it does bring to fore certain important 

questions. 

We see that Roger Skunk is an obedient child. But he hates the obnoxious smell as nobody becomes friends with 

him. So without asking his mother he goes to the wizard who makes him smell like rose flower. His mother gets 

furious and takes him back to the wizard and forces him to change the smell again. Roger does not like it but has 

no alternative other than listening to his mother. 

 

But Jo’s daughter does not like this behaviour of the mother and wants the wizard to hit back the mother. She 

believes in equality. The age at which she is, is such that she feels only for Roger and gets angry at the mother. Jo, 

the father, strongly feels that what mother Skunk did was right. 

The important question here is how much authority should parents employ to teach moral values to their children. 

Each situation demands different kind of handling when it comes to children. The author leaves the question as an 

open-ended one, Another important question that emerges it should we be pretentious like Roger Skunk or be 

bold? We are the way we are and the society should accept us as it is. 

 

Q.2 What is the moral issue that the story ‘Should Wizard Hit Mommy?’ raises?          (7) 

Ans: The moral issue that the story raises lies in its ending. Roger Skunk smells very bad. Other little animals 

don’t like his company. They run away from him. Roger Skunk is not very unhappy. An old wise owl advises him 

to go to the wizard. Roger Skunk tells the wizard that he wants to smell like roses. The wizard uses his spell and 

makes Roger Skunk smell like roses. Now all other animals gather around him because he smells so good. They 

play together lots of games. But when Roger Skunk goes back home his mommy gets very angry. She does not 

like the way Roger Skunk smells now. Roger Skunk says that it was the wizard who had made him smell like that. 

Mommy at once takes Roger Skunk with her and goes to the wizard. Without saying a word, she hits the wizard 

on the head with her umbrella. The story raises a moral question at this point: ‘Should Wizard Hit Mommy?’ Jo 

feels that he must. Jack says that it would be wrong because a mommy is always right. She should be loved and 

respected. 

 

Q.3 In what way is Roger Skunk’s story similar and different from other Roger stories?        (7) 

Ans: Jack told Jo stories about some animal named Roger. Every time the animal was different from but the basic 

story remained the same, Roger Skunk had a problem like other Roger animals. Like others he sees the owl about 

his problem. As in other stories the owl advises to see the Wizard. And like in other stories the Wizard solves the 

problem. Roger was happy and played with other animals. The other stories ended on a happy note. Jo always 

laughed. But Skunk’s story does not end there. His mother does not like Roger’s new smell. She hits and rebukes 

the Wizard. The Wizard makes Skunk smell the way he used to smell. Skunk’s mother is happy. But Jo is 

unhappy. She wants the story to end with wizard hitting the mother and refusing to concede to her request. 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
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Q.1 Who do you think is right – Jo or Jack?                 (7) 

 

Q.2 How does Jo want the story to end and why?        (7) 

 

ON THE FACE OF IT 

 

Q.1 What is that draws Derry towards Mr. Lamb in spite of himself?     (7) 

Ans: Derry finds Mr. Lamb different from others. Mr. Lamb shows no shock or fear on seeing Derry’s burned 

face. Rather he talks to him in a loving manner. He welcomes him to his garden. He offers to pluck apples and 

make jelly for him. He calls him his friend. He says that things look outwardly different, but inwardly they are all 

the same. He gives the example of flowers, trees, herbs and weeds. They look different, but they are all growing 

living things. Similarly, people can have different looks, but inwardly they are all the same. Derry says that he 

hates some people. At this, Mr. Lamb says that it can do him more harm than any bottle of acid. Acid burns only 

the face, but hatred burns one away inside. He tells Derry never to think of his burned face. He has two arms, two 

legs, eyes ears, tongue and a brain. And if he has a firm mind, he can do better than others. It is by such words of 

encouragement that Mr. Lamb draws Derry to himself. 

 

Q.2 Mr. Lamb was also physically disabled. How did he overcome his loneliness?          (7)               

 Ans: Mr. Lamb was an old man. He had been a soldier and had one of his legs blown off in the war. He had a tin 

leg and stayed in his garden. He had a big house but did not put curtains on the windows. He kept the gate of his 

garden open, and everyone was welcome. He wanted to have friends. He loved God’s creation and hated nobody. 

Unlike Derry, he did not like seclusion. Children called Lamey Lamb but he never angry. He looked upon it as a 

game. Children were not afraid of him because he was not afraid of them. He made crab apple jelly and toffee 

with honey. He gave toffee to children. He read books, he looked at trees and plants, he listened to the humming 

of bees. He watched, listened and thought. He kept himself busy to overcome his loneliness. But he was never 

depressed or morose. He looked at the sunny side of life. 

 

Q.3 How did Mr. Lamb try to give Derry courage and confidence?             (7) 

Ans: It was a chance-meeting between Derry and Lamb. But it proved to be a turning point in Derry’s life. Derry 

had deep rooted sense of alienation. He believed, perhaps rightly, that people avoided him because of his burned 

face. Even his parents were worried about his future. Derry avoided people. Mr. Lamb tried to remove his fears. 

He told Derry that he should not listen what people said about his burned face because people could say so many 

things. Then he reminded him about the story of beauty and the beast. A person is not what he looks like, but 

what he actually is. Then he told him that running away from the world would not help him. He told him the story 

of a man who shut himself in his room but was killed. He wanted to avoid accidents but a picture fell on his head 

and killed him. He told Derry he had limbs and brain and he could achieve whatever he tried to achieve. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 What impressed Derry to make friends with Mr. Lamb?             (7) 

 

Q.2 Who is Mr. Lamb? How does Derry get to his garden?               (7)             

                                             

EVANS TRIES AN O-LEVEL 

 

Q.1 Present the character sketch of Evans.                                  (7) 
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Ans: Evans is a quite person not given to any tantrums. He liked to show off and participated in all the functions 

inside the prison. He had been sent to jail on earlier occasions also. Before being sent to Oxford Prison he had 

escaped three times from the jail. Among the Oxford Prison officers he is popularly known as ‘Evans the Break’. 

Preparation for the O-level German Examination is a part of his plan to run away from the jail. There is 

something magnetic about Evans’ personality which makes everybody in the prison like him. When the governor 

asks him how he managed to escape he says that he had many friends in the prison. He is capable of winning the 

affection of people around him. Evans is an intelligent guy. He was a genius having the ability to overcome any 

difficulty. 

 

Q.2 Why did the Governor send Jackson to frisk McLeery? What were the things found with him?         (7) 

Ans: The Governor had no doubts about McLeery himself. But he feared that McLeery could have innocently 

brought in something which Evans could use as a weapon for his escape. So he sent Jackson to ensure himself 

about it. While frisking McLeery’s clothes, he felt something hard. McLeery said that it was his reading glasses. 

Jackson then opened the small suitcase that McLeery had brought with him. He picked up each envelope in turn. 

He passed his palms carefully along their surfaces. He seemed satisfied. There was a copy of the Bible and a copy 

of The Church Times also. There was nothing objectionable about them. But then Jackson saw a semi-inflated 

rubber ring in the suitcase. McLeery said that he suffered from piles and needed it when he had to sit for some 

length of time. Jackson was satisfied with this explanation. At the bottom of the suitcase there was a paper-knife. 

Jackson thought it better to keep the knife with him. Then he went away satisfied. 

 

Q.3 What purpose did the question-paper and the correction slip serve? How did they help both the criminals and 

the Governor?                          (7) 

 

Ans: Evans did not know Oxfordshire. He was unfamiliar with the roads and places. So his friends planned 

detailed instructions for him. So when he said that he knew where Evans had fled, and he could help them to 

catch him. The Governor asked Carter to take him away. He read the photocopied sheet pasted on the question 

paper and guided Carter to take where to drive. Then he led him to the Examinations offices. There he pretended 

he was very ill. From there he disappeared. The correction slip told him the name of the hotel at which a room 

had been reserved for him. Evans could know where the hotel Gold lion was. There were hundreds of them in 

Oxfordshire. But the index number and the centre number put together referred to Chipping Norton on the 

Ordnance Survey Map for Oxfordshire. 

This very number helped the Governor. He also applied his mind and reached Chipping Norton. His German 

helped him to understand that Evans was at Golden Lion. 

                                                 PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 What idea of Governor’s personality do you form? What are the weak and strong points of his character? (7) 

 

Q.2 Inspite of the precautions taken by the Governor, Evans was able to escape. How do you think he was able to 

do it?                                                                                                                                                                       (7) 

     

                                             MEMORIES OF CHILDHOOD 

 

Q.1 Bama’s brother’s right advice at the right time helped her progress in academics thereby throwing away the 

chain of untouchability of which dalits like her are victims of. Justify with reference to ‘Memories of Childhood’.           

                                                                                                                                                                       (7) 
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Ans: Bama’s brother was a student at the University. He used to come home for vacations. At one such time 

Bama told him about how an elder person of their community was carrying a packet of vadais for his master. He 

was not supposed to touch the Vadais. This was so because he was a dalit.  

Bama’s brother told her the only war for them to rise in society was through education. He added that since they 

were born as dalits, they were never given honour, dignity or respect. Education is the only tool that will help 

them throw away these indignities. These words of her brother leave a deep impression on Bama. She studied 

hard and achieved success. 

 

Q.2 Reproduce briefly in your own words Zitkala-Sa’s experience in the dinning room.                 (7) 

                                                    Or 

      Describe Zitkala-Sa’s experience of ‘eating by formula’ on the first day of her school.             

 Ans: There were tables and chairs arranged in the dinning room. Boys and girls entered the hall from the 

opposite doors. A small bell was tapped. Each of the pupils drew a chair from under the table. Zitkala-Sa, too, 

pulled her chair and slipped into it. But when she turned her head, all others were still standing. She shyly began 

to rise but then there was a second bell and all were seated. A man’s voice was heard at one end of the hall. 

Zitkala-Sa looked around to see him. But all others hung their heads over their plates. When the man stopped 

his mutterings, a third bell was tapped. Everyone picked up their knife and fork and began eating. Zitkala-Sa 

began crying instead. This ‘eating by formula’ was too hard a trial for her. 

 

Q.3 What was the scene that first amused Bama but then filled her with anger and revolt?      (7) 

Ans: A threshing floor had been set up at a corner of the street. It was a street where the Dalits lived. Some men 

of the street were working hard to separate the grain from the straw. The landlord was sitting on a piece of 

sacking spread over a stone ledge. Bama saw an elder man of the street coming from the side of the bazaar. He 

was holding out a packet by its strings. The packet was stained with oil. It had probably vadais in it. Bama 

thought it was funny to carry the packet in that manner, because the packet could get undone and the vadais 

could fall out. But Bama’s elder brother explained to her that there was nothing comic about it. The landlord 

and his people were believed to be of upper caste. The Dalits were not supposed to touch them. It could pollute 

the upper caste people. On hearing this, Bama was filled with anger and revolt. She said, “We too are human 

beings. Our people should never do these humiliating things for them. We should work in their fields, take 

home our wages, and leave it at that.” 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Q.1 What did Zitkala-Sa do when she came to know that they were going to shingle her hair? What happened in 

the end?                                                                                                    (7) 

 

Q.2 Zitkala-Sa’s story and Bama’s story happen at two different places and in two different cultures, still there 

is lot that is common between the two. Justify.                                       (7)    
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Questions from Vistas (2 marks) 

Question No.11 

Distribution of Marks: 

Expression: 1 mark 

Content:        1 mark 

(Word limitation: 30-40) 

The Third Level 

Q.1 Why does Charley say that Grand Central station is going like a tree in the story ‘The Third Level’?  (2) 

Ans: Charley says that grand central Station is growing like a tree because every time he visits it he 

encounters new corridors and new doors. It is expending so rapidly and is spreading out to such an extent 

that it reminds him of a tree pushing out its roots.  

 

Q.2 Why did Charley’s wife Louisa lose her temper when the psychiatrist told her that Charley was an 

unhappy man?   (2) 

Ans: Louisa lost her temper because she and Charley were a happily married couple. She took Charley to 

the psychiatrist as he was talking about visiting the third level at the Grand station. The psychiatrist then 

explained to her that he was talking of the modern man’s unhappiness in general, the fast paced life, the 

insecurities, etc. 

 

Q.3 What does the third level refer to?    (2) 

Ans: The third level refers to a subway at the Grand central Station of New York. The Grand central Station 

was known to have two levels of subway. No one had ever heard of the third level. In this story, the third 

level has been introduced as a walking dream wish fulfillment of one of the characters. 

 

Q.4 How does the writer define’ a first day cover’?    (2) 

Ans: When a new stamp is issued’ stamp collectors buy some of these. They use them to mail envelopes to 

themselves on the very first day of the sale. The postmark proves the date. Such an envelope is called a first 

day cover. 

 

Q.5 Why did Charley rush back from the third level?  (2) 

Ans: Charley wanted two tickets for Galesburg. But when he offered the fare, his money was looking 

different from the money of those days. The clerk thought the money was fake He threatened to get charley 

arrested. Charley rushed back to escape. 

 

Q.6 How do you find the ending of the story surprising?  (2) 

Ans: Sam was the psychiatrist. He was worried about Charley when he told Sam about the third level. He 

firmly believed it did not exist. But he himself was not only convinced but also used it to escape to 

Galesburg.   

  

The Tiger King 

 

Q.1 Even though the Maharaja lost Rs 3 lac, he was still happy. Why?  (2) 

Ans: Though the tiger king had lost three lakh rupees, he was happy because he felt that he had succeeded 

in saving his kingdom. The three lac rupees was the cost of the various rings that he had sent as a gift to the 
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wife of the British officer, whom he had refused permission to hunt a tiger in his kingdom. To the tiger king 

each tiger was of grave importance, as he needed to kill one hundred tigers. 

 

Q.2 How did the tiger king feel after killing the hundredth tiger?    (2)  

Ans: The king felt on top of the world. He was elated and his happiness and joy knew no bounds. He had 

proved the astrologer wrong. He ordered his men to bring the tiger to the capital in a grand procession.    

 

Q.3 How did the state astrologer react to the comment” If the hundredth tiger was also killed”?  

Ans: The state astrologer was dead sure of his prediction. He, with conviction, announced that he would cut off 

his ceremonial tuft, crop his hair short and become an insurance agent if his prediction abut the hundredth tiger 

killing the king proved false. These words had so much impact that it appeared that the hundredth tiger would 

surely kill the king. 

 

Q.4 Describe the upbringing of the tiger king till he reached the age of twenty.    (2) 

Ans: Till the age of twenty the tiger king was brought up as any other prince would be in a country like 

India He was given the milk of an English cow, taught by an English tutor, looked after by an English nanny 

and watched English films. He was crowned at the age of twenty. 

 

Q.5 How did tiger king meet his death?     (2) 

Ans: The tiger king got his son a tiny wooden tiger as a birthday gift. It was of very poor quality. Tiny 

slivers of wood stood all over it. One of these pierced the king’s right hand. In four days, the infection 

spread all over the arm. Three famous surgeons operated on the king but they could not save him.  

              

JOURNEY TO THE END OF THE EARTH 

 

Q.1 How were the Himalayas formed?         (2) 

Ans: About a million years ago, India used to be a part of the southern supercontinent – Gondwana. 

Somehow it was pushed northward. It jammed against Asia. Its crust got buckled and thus the Himalayas 

were formed. 

 

Q.2 What was the aim of the ‘Students on Ice’ programme?      (2) 

Ans: Its aim was to take high school students to the ends of the world. Thus they could get inspiring 

educational opportunities. Through their experiences, they could develop a new understanding and respect 

for their planet. Thus as future policy-makers, they could help to save the planet from the present dangers. 

 

Q.3 What is unique and typical about Antarctica?          (2) 

Ans: Antarctica is the only world which never had any human population. It remains pristine in this respect. 

Secondly, it holds half-million-year-old carbon records. They lie trapped in its layers of ice. 

 

Q.4 What was Gondwana? How was it like 650 million years ago?           (2) 

Ans: Gondwana was a super continent in the South. It was cent red around Antarctica, 650 million years 

ago there were no humans. The climate was much warmer, and a variety of flora and fauna thrived. 

 

Q.5 What is the impact of human civilization on earth?                              (2) 
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Ans: Man has gained dominance over nature. Man has battled with other species to grab limited resources 

of the earth. By burning fossil fuels he has created a blanket of carbon dioxide round the earth which has 

raised the global temperature. 

 

Q.6 Why did Geoff Green include school students in his expedition to the Antarctica?        (2)     

Ans: Students are at an age when they are ready to learn, and act to save the earth. They are the policy-

makers of tomorrow. This opportunity will help them to understand and respect our planet. 

 

Q.7 Why is a visit to the Antarctica important to realise the effect of global warming?     (2) 

Ans: In our part of the world, we can not realise the effect of global warming. But when, we visit the 

Antarctica we can actually see glaciers retreating and ice shelves collapsing. Then we realise that the threat 

is real. 

 

THE ENEMY 

 

Q.1 What was the chief concern of Sadao’s father and what did he do for it?        (2)   

Ans: Sadao’s education was the chief concern of his father. He never joked or played with the boy. He 

worried about his education only. When Sadao was twenty-two, he was sent to America to learn all he could 

of sergury and medicine. 

 

Q.2 How did the foreign students feel at Professor Harley’s house?     (2) 

Ans: Professor Harley and his wife were kind people. They were anxious to help their few foreign students. 

But the students felt bored there. There were so small and the food was also no good. And the professor’s 

wife was very talkative. 

 

Q.3 “The kindest thing would be to put him back into the sea.” Who says this and why?     (2)   

Ans: Sadao’s wife Hana says these words. They have given shelter to a white man their house. They can be 

arrested for it. But if they turn him over as a prisoner, he is sure to be killed. So he thinks the kindest thing 

would be to put him back into the sea. 

 

Q.4 How did Sadao conclude that the white man was an American and a prisoner of war who had escaped? (2)    

Ans: Sadao looked at the man’s battered cap. He could read the words ‘U.S. Navy’ on it. Thus it was clear 

that he was a sailor from an American warship. He had a gun shot in his back. It showed that he was a 

prisoner of war who had escaped. 

 

Q.5 Who was Yumi? What did she refuse to do and why?              (2)   

Ans: Yumi was a maid in Sadao’s house. She looked after their two little children. She refused to wash the 

white man. She said that she never washed a white man. And she said that she would not wash so dirty a 

man as he was. 

 

Q.6 What the old gardener say about the white man?          (2) 

 Ans: The old gardener was a superstitious person. He said that the white man ought to die. First he was 

shot. Then the sea caught him and wounded him with her rocks. It showed the man was fated to die and they 

had no business to save him. 

 

Q.7 Why did they want to throw the man back into the sea?    (2) 



 84 

Ans: Sadao said that if they sheltered the white man in their house, they would be arrested and if they turned 

him over as a prisoner, the man would die. So the best thing was to throw him back into the sea. 

 

Q.8 What did they intend to do it with the soldier?          (2)     

Ans: They knew that keeping a prisoner of war in their house would irk the servants, and endanger their 

lives and position. So they intended to give him to the police. 

 

Q.9 What advice did Sadao give to the soldier?        (2) 

Ans: Sadao told him that he could catch fish there. But he must eat it raw. A fire would be seen. He should 

give two flashes at sunset if he needed anything; only one flash if he was there all right. 

 

SHOULD WIZARD HIT MOMMY? 

 

Q.1 What was the basic story Jack told?        (2)      

Ans: Jack told a story about an animal named Roger. Every time the animal was different. Roger had a 

problem. He always consulted a wise owl. The owl advised him to go to the Wizard who could solve the 

problem. The story had a happy ending. 

 

Q.2 How did the Wizard help Roger?            (2) 

Ans: Roger told the Wizard that he smelt so bad that other animals did not play with him. He wanted to 

smell like roses. The Wizard held his magic wand, and muttered a magic spell. Roger smelt like roses in no 

time. 

 

Q.3 How did Roger Skunk’s mommy like him then?     (2) 

Ans: Roger Skunk’s, mommy did not like roger with sweet smell. She thought he smelt awful. She was 

angry with the Wizard for giving him that smell. She wanted to hit the Wizard. 

 

Q.4 Why did Jo think Skunk better off with the new smell? What did mommy think?    (2)   

Ans: Jo argued that other animals would run away from him if Skunk got his old smell back. But Skunk’s 

mother did not care. She thought a skunk should smell the way on Skunk smells. 

 

Q.5 How did Skunk’s mother get Skunk’s old smell back?     (2)    

Ans: Skunk’s mother took Skunk to the Wizard. She hit the Wizard on the head. She scolded him for giving 

Roger that awful smell. The Wizard immediately got Roger his old smell back. 

 

Q.6 Did Jo approved of mother’s action? What did she want to story to be like?    (2)  

Ans: No, Jo did not approve of mother’s action. She wanted that instead of agreeing to give to Roger his 

smell back, the wizard should have hit Roger Skunk’s mother. She thought she was a silly mother. 

 

Q.7 How did Jo and Jack differ on the ending of the story?         (2)   

Ans: Jo is young. She thinks children have a right to shape their future according to their need. But Jack 

defends parents right to make them the way they think is best for them. 

 

ON THE FACE OF IT 

Q.1 Why does Derry comes into Mr. Lamb’s garden? Why is he startled?  (2) 
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Ans: Derry has burned his face. He thinks people hate and avoid him because of it. He seeks secluded 

places. He entered Mr. Lamb’s garden because thought nobody was there. He is startled when Mr. Lamb 

speaks to him. 

 

Q.2 What does Derry think and people think and say about him?   (2) 

Ans: Derry thinks that people stare at his burned face. Some hate him and say it is the ugliest face they have 

never seen. Some pretend not to see it. Some pity him. But everybody avoids him. 

 

Q.3 Does Mr. Lamb pay any attention to Derry’s burned face? What is his attitude?    (2) 

Ans: No, Mr. Lamb not pay any special Derry’s burned face.  He thinks ugliness is only skin deep. 

Derry is as beautiful inside as anybody else. He does not consider weeds rubbish but living plants like 

flower plants. 

 

Q.4 Derry has heard people talking about his burned face. What is Lamb’s advice to Derry?   (2) 

Ans: Derry tells Mr. Lamb about two women talking about his face. Mr. Lamb tells so many things. He 

pays no attention to them. Boys call Lamb Lamey but he does not mind. 

 

Q.5 Derry hates some people. What does Mr. Lamb advise him?     (2) 

Ans: Mr. Lamb tells Derry that if people are not his friends they are not his enemies either. He should not 

hate anybody. Hatred is worse than acid. It will burn away the inside of him. 

 

Q.6 Why does Mr. Lamb not have any curtains at the windows of his house?  (2) 

 Ans: He says that he is not fond of curtains. He does not want to shut things in and shut things out. He likes 

the natural light and natural darkness. He wants to hear the winds outside. That is why he keeps his 

windows open.  

 

Q.7 What happens to Mr. Lamb in the end?    (2)  

Ans: Lamb puts a ladder against the branch of an apple tree. He tries to pluck apples. When he pulls the 

branch, his ladder falls back. He falls with the ladder and dies. 

  

EVANS TRIES AN O-LEVEL 

Q.1 Who was Evans? Why did he want to take an O-level examination in German?    (2) 

Ans: Evans was a prisoner in the Oxford Prison. He was known as Evans the Break. He had already escaped 

from prison three times. He had been attending evening classes in German in Jail. Now he was keen to pass 

O-level examination.  

 

Q.2 Why did Evans not take off his hat when Jackson had ordered him to take it off? (2) 

Ans: Evans did not take off his hat saying that it had always brought him luck. But actually Evans had long 

wavy hair. To impersonate McLeery he had to cut his hair shot. He wanted conceal it from Jackson. 

 

 

 

Q.3 Why did the Governor ask Jackson to search the invigilator?  (2) 

Ans: Evans’ cell had been thoroughly searched. He did not have any weapon of overpower the invigilator. 

The Governor feared that the invigilator might bring something unwittingly that could help Evans. So he too 

was searched. 
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Q.4 How did Evans’ friends get a prison van which they later used to drive away Evans from Hotel Golden 

Lion?              (2) 

Ans: Evans’ friends rang up the Governor. The call was supposed to come from Magistrate’s office. They 

wanted a prison van for remand case. The Governor feared it could be a hoax call but gave up the idea to 

check up with the magistrate’s office. 

 

Q.5 How did Evans disappear?       (2) 

Ans: ‘McLeery guided Carter along the Elsfield Way. Then he pretended that he had seen the car driving 

away Evans. But soon after they lost sight of the car. Then they left ‘McLeery’ at the Examinations Board. 

From there he disappeared. 

 

Q.6 How did McLeery disappear? Who was he actually?  (2) 

Ans: At the Examinations Board McLeery said he was unwell. Carter phoned Red-cliff Hospital for an 

ambulance, and left. But McLeery disappeared. It was Evans who was personating McLeery. He was not 

wounded either. 

 

Q.7 How had the invigilator helped Evans to escape?    (2) 

Ans: The invigilator was one of Evans’ friends. He had smuggled in parson’s clothes and a false beard for 

Evans. He had also brought pig’s blood in the rubber ring. He gave him printed instructions to escape. 

Q.8 Who arrested Evans? Where did they take him?     (2) 

Ans: Apparently Evans was arrested by prison officials who drove him away to prison. But they were 

Evans’ friends impersonating prison officials. They took him to Newbury. Evans was free again. 

MEMORIES OF CHILDHOOD 

Q.1 How did the girls and the boys enter the dinning room? Who did Zitkala-Sa watch for among the boys? (2) 

Ans: All the girls were placed in a line before entering the dinning room. While the girls entered from one door, 

the boys came in at the opposite door. Zitkala-Sa watched for the three boys of her tribe who had come in the 

same group. They were feeling as uncomfortable as Zitkala-Sa was. 

 

Q.2 Who was Judewin? What warning did she give to Zitkala-Sa?         (2) 

Ans: Judewin was a friend of Zitkala-Sa. She knew a few words of English. She had overhead the white woman 

saying that they would cut her long, heavy hair. She said that Zitkala-Sa would have to submit to it. 

 

Q.3 What did the mothers of Zitkala-Sa’s tribe teach their children about their hair?  (2) 

Ans: The people of Zitkala-Sa’s tribe had a tradition of keeping long, heavy hair. Mothers taught their children 

that only unskilled warriors who were captured had their hair shingled by the enemy. Short hair was worn by 

mourners, and shingled hair by cowards. 

 

Q.4 How was Zitkala-Sa’s long hair shingled?    (2) 

Ans: Zitkala-Sa was tied fast in a chair. She cried aloud. She kept shaking her head all the while. She felt the 

blades of the scissors against her head. She heard them cut off one of her thick braids. Then she lost her spirit 

and stopped struggling. Thus her long hair was shingled. 

 

Q.5 Why did Bama want to laugh on seeing an elder of her street?       (2) 
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Ans: The elder was carrying a small packet by its string. He was holding it out so as not to touch it. There 

seemed to be vadais in the packet because it was stained with oil. Bama wanted to laugh because that way the 

packet could get undone and the vadais could fall out. 

 

Q.6 What did Bama tell Annan about the elder she had seen carrying a packet?  (2) 

Ans: The elder was a big man. He was carrying a packet of vadais by its string. That is way the packet could get 

undone and the vadais could fall out. Bama thought the elder looked funny carrying the packet that way. She 

told her brother the story in all its comic detail. 

 

Q.7 How did Annan explain to Bama that there was nothing funny about the elder carrying the packet by its 

string?                        (2) 

Ans: Annan told Bama that the landlord and his people were believed to be of upper caste. The Dalits were not 

supposed to touch them. By their touch, the upper caste people thought they were polluted. That was why the 

elder had to carry the packet by its string. 
 

Q.8 How did Bama’s brother explain the man’s behaviour?            (2) 

Ans: Bama’s brother explained that the man’s behaviour was not funny. He acted like that because the high-

caste people considered him untouchable. They thought if he touched their food, it would be polluted. 

 
 

Q.9 How did Bama feel to hear her brother’s explanation?      (2) 

Ans: Bama was infuriated. She felt like going back straight away and touch the Vadais landlord was eating. She 

felt that her people should not run petty errands for the landlords. They should work and get their wages. 


